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with regard to the tomnage crushed has
been under 20 per cent. It is evident that
with the decline in the number of men en-
gaged in looking for new ore bodies and the
decline in the tonnage treated by State bat-
teries, a serious gtate of affairs exists.
While many suggestions have been made
for improving the position, we have to re-
cognise that though much money has been
spent by the Government to assist the in-
dustry, to assist the prospectors and on
horing and peological survey, there does not
appear to be any plan for co-ordinated ae-
tion for the development of ore hodies.
Discoveries have been announced from time
to time and geologists have heen semt out
and have made a more or less superficial
survey. I am not blaming the geologists;
they could not do more because the timae
and money at their dispoaal would not per-
mit of a detailed survey being made. Fine
work has been done by the geologists in
plotting out the goldfields, but they them-
selves mimit that it is only superficial. One
of the suggestions made at the Mining
Confercnee wasg that there shonld be a
detailed geological survey, and stress
was laid on the fact that such a
survey applied to the Kalgoorlie fleld
alone wonld reveal favourable indica-
tions and wonld probably disclase new and
large ore bodies. There apprars to be need
for a policy on those lines, Tf the Govern-
ment conecentrated their efforts on one por-
tion of the State, arranged for a detailed
geological survey, and followed it up by
prospecting

Hon. J. Cornell: If critica of the fico-
logieal Department perused the information
available they would be silenced.

Hon, H, SEDDOXN: I am not critirising
the department. The work domne has heen
magnificent, considering the time and money
at their disposal. The geologists in their
reporta state that the surveys have had to
be restricted and are superficial. Further
examination, however, would probably re-
sult in the disecovery of indications mare
promising than any of which we so far
have evidence. The carrving on of pros-
pecting on a plan prepared by the geolo-
gists would ba the more scientifie way of
aseisting the mining industry than the de-
suttory method at present heing followed.
The efficiency of our State battery system
would be improved econsiderably if Ly
means of geological surveys we conld in-
dieate the existence of ore hodies.

Hon. J. Cornell: They can only be de-
termined by development.

Hon, H. SEDDON: The point is that
the amount of money being spent at the
present time, if spent on a plan that makes
available scientific knowledge, will increase
tle ontput of gold by leading to the dis-
coverv and development of new ote bodies.
A few more words in conclusion. We ell
wish to see the State prosper. We all re.
alise the very heavy burden the people have
tn hear. We realise, too, that many are
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doing splendid work in the way of impro-
ing efficiency und cealise 1he need for
diverting labour into more direetly produe-
tive chapnels. The result must mean in-
creaged production and wealth for all. Tt
ig to our own produection that we must look
for the yeurs to come if we wish to sce 1he
State advanee; we cannot always go on
borrowing big sums of money. This, of
course, is impogsible until we have placed
ourgelves in a better position than that in
which we find oureclves to-day. Wg recog-
nige that there shonid not cxist any an-
tagonistn  hetween ecapital and Jabour,
though unfortunately, at the present time,
that antagonism appears to he growiug.
Tt is only by ecapital and labour working
smoothly together that we can carry on cur
activitier. If it had not been for the har-
vest of last year we would he found slarv-
ing to-day. 8o the whole advancement of
the State depends upon the way in which
we conserve the wealth we are able to pro-
duce. Tho moere we are able to conserve
and store, the more rapidly will the State
advance. Therefore to secnre that advauce-
ment it is necessary that we should “omcen-
trate on improved production per hend and
congerve. 1 have much pleasure in support-
ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply and assure the Government
that whatever measures they bring forward,
if in my opinion they are in the best in-
terests of the Stats they will have my best
support.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell debate ad-
journed.

House adjourncd at 550 pm.

y

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 14th August, 1984,

Pagn

Questions:  Edacation Department, Teachers'
Rallway Project, Nawdapate to Albapy 851
Address-In-reply, Nloth day 3L

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION DEPART-
MENT, TEACHERS' SALARIES,
Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Has the Edunecation Department
written to eertain teachers holding '*B’'
certifientes and employed in Class VIL
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schools to the effect that, unless they agree
to aceept a reduction of salary to the
amount prescribed for teachers holding
““C'’ certificates, their employment wil] he
terminated? 2, Do the Government ap-
prove of this apparent attempt to upset
the award of the Publiec Service Appenl
Board? 3, If not, will he prevent this re-
duetion of the wages of the conntry
toachera concerned?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Teachers who
are not on the permanent staff have been
informed that, if they wish for temporary
employment in schools of Class VII. with
less than 20 children in average attendance,
they will not be paid at a higher rate than
that provided for the highest grade of per-
manent teachers employed in such schools,
that is, the *C1’" grade. 2, The Govern-
ment rees no reason to pay such temporary
tenchers at a higher rate than it would pay
to permanent teachers, nor does it consider
that this is an attempt to upset the award
of the Public Service Appeal Board. 3,
Answered by No. 2,

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
NEWDEGATE TO ALBAXY,

Mr, THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,
Is it his intention te lay on the Table
of the Horse the report prepared on the
land from Newdegate to Albany! 2, Will
he carry out the promise made by the ex-
Premier and instruct the Railway Advisory
Board to inspect and report en suggested
railway from Newdegate to Albany?

The PREMIFR replied: 1 and 2, Not at
this stage. Tn the meantime the honourahle
memher may read the file at my office,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Delate resnmed from the previons day.

Mr, J. H. SMITH (XNelson) [4.35]: At
the outset, Mr. Speaker, allow me to con-
gratulate you upon attaining the high and
honourable pasifion as Speaker of the Leg-
islative Assembly. T feel sure that you will
carry out the functions of your office with
diguity and with fairness to all seetions
of the House. I alsn desire to congratulate
our olil friend, the former Lender of the
Opjosition, upon having hecome Premier of
the State, and I extend those congratula-
tions to his Ministers s well, Tt makes me
feel--—

AMr, Corhoy: That yvou made a mistake.

My, J. H, SMITH: —thot my long as-
socintinn with the members #itting on the
Government sile of the Houae was not in
vain, terause 1 had something ta de in
assisting the great Labour movement be-
fore, shall T say, my enlightened days. T
believe it wonld have been wiser, however,
bad the Minister for Works, before em-
barking on the 44-hour week praoblem, in-
troduee! a Bill dealing with the matter, so
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that members could discuss it. The action
of Ministers speaking at social func-
tions and announcing that it was the
policy of the Labour Government to have
the 44hour week applied to industries
in Western Australir is likely to under-
mine the work of the Arbitration Court
which was set up to deal with such
problems.  Surely it wonld have bern better
if legislation had heen introduced frst! I
desir+ to compliment the Minister Tfor
Works upon what he has achieved during
his short regime and also the Minister for
Lamls, who is in charge of group settlement
work, upon what he has done gince he has
heen in office. Tn fact, all the Ministera
have teen enguged in tooring the country
to find out the requirements of various dis-
tricts.  They have been sympathetic, wnot
only to myrelf, but to members renresent-
ing other interests, irrespective of parts.
We desire to see that spirit continue.
I feel that we are assembled in this
Chamaber all possessed of the one de-
sire, to. work for the best interests
of the Btate. Many faces are wmissing
from this Chamber, faces of men whom T
had learnt te like and who had done their
best for the country. T regret their ab-
sence although T know that their successors
are imbued with the same desire to work
for the State. We have also last one mem-
her who has made history. T refer ta Mra.
Cowan, whon, ns memher for West Perth,
was the first ady member of Parliament in
the Commonwealth. Wr all regret her ab-
genea. The Governor’s Speech indicates the
intention of the Government to appoint a
Royu! Commission conrcerning gronp settle-
ments. T weleome that move hecause 1
know there are dnzens of grievances to be
attonded to. To make the group settle-
ment scheme 2 suecess, it is necessary to
have the administration and the men doing
the work on the groups in accord. It has
been said that those men receive susten-
ance payments; I do not regard that ex-
penditure as sustenance. I wish to sound
a note of warning to the Minister in ¢harge
aof group scttlemeuts. It has been stated
that to-day the State iy lacking in land
available for settlement adjacent to rail-
ways, I know that groups are leing set-
tled 20 awl 25 miles trem a railway in
parte where the Agricultural Bank has Jost
a lot of meney in past years, That result
arose from the fact that it was impossible
to secure trausjort facilities. Despite that
fact, groups are leing settled there to-day.
That point alone requires investigution by
n Royal Commis-jon, I am fully avare that
there is vaeant land alongside railways in
the South-West, but those landa are tird
ap beennse of the control cxercised by the
Forests Department. If a couple of trees are
crowing on the land there, the Forests De-
partment claim that the area must be re-
served for forestry purposes. A man with
any  knowledge of thie sbjeet would at
once recognise the suitabilitv of the land
for agriculture. But the Conservator of



332

Fuyrests, because of very bad legislation
pursed suwe time ago, is able to control the
position aud the Manister for Lands has wo

power to yvercome the difticulty umtil
awendivg leyislation is introduced. 1 do
ngt wisit to speak disparagingly of the

Miuister controlling  the Porests Depart-
wmenmr, but 1 beiieve that the Lands De-
purtmeent and  the Forests Lepartment
should Le controlled by the one Minister.
It tuat were Jone the waste of time owing

te  questions  having to  be dealt
with frst by onoe department, and
then by the other, would be obviated.

If the present unsatisfactory position wers
overcome, large areas of suitable land would
be made available 1or settlewent, The cost
of clearing the groups also constitutes aun-
other problem. That work is expensive, buc
we do not desire to block it. Linked up with
the group settlement question is the immi-
gration policy. We are bringing people to
our shores and although the work of clearing
the land is costing two or three times more
than it should, the vewcomers must be pro-
vided for. The men must have employment,
the women must have their homez and the
children must bave their schools. All those
considerations add to the cost of the scheme.
When he spoke the other evening, I do not
think the member for Guildford (Hom, W.
D, Johnson) criticised the quality of the land
in the Bouth-West. He told us how we could
clear the land for much less than it costs
to-day, but mentioned that it would take
from seven to 1lU ycars.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
stven years,

Mr. J. H. SBMITH: 1 have not the
‘*Hansard’’ report of the hon. member’s
speech. He advised ring-barking, keeping the
suckers down and gradually clearing the land.
We know that is the best method for carry-
ing out the work, and that loud in the Houth-
West could be cleared by an expert with a
guod bullock team at a third of the cost at
which the work is done to-day. The mem-
ber for Guildford, however, was wrong when
Le said that the land was sour. His state-
ment showed that be had no knowledge of
the question. Had he traversed the country
during the last two years he would not have
made such a statement.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It would not be-
eome sweet in a few months.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have seen two or
thres erops grown on virgin Jland around
green timber. The hon, member must have
sourness inbedded in his mind, for his state-
ment was uatrue.

Hen. W. D. Jobnson: Do not forget that
I had to straighten’out the Denmark trouble.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know that
the hon, member straightened anything out
at Denmark, but I know that he made
crooked efforts in other directions. Settlers
have grown two or thtee erops amongst the
green timber in the South-West, and they
have got that result on virgin land. The
member for Kimberley (Mr. Coverley) has
been down there recently. To-day clovers

I said from five to
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and other fodder grasses are growing among
the karri trees as well as on the old pastures
and that applics to the country around
Bridgetown and Balingup. I with to impress
1l:l'pon the Minister controlling immigra-
jon——

The Minister for Lands:
close the damined thing up!

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I wish to thank the
Alinister for Lande for his attitude when de-
putations have called npon hini. I know he
is endeavouring to make land available about
Bridgetown and Greenbushes and he will be
able to do so if he sucteeds in breakiny
down the Forest regulutions. As they operate
to-day, howerver, those regulations do not ad-
mit of thut. If two loads of timbler are re-
presented in trecs growing on on area that
is snitable for agriculture, that land is re-
served, The loadage may be spread over
several acres, In the Upper Blackwood dis-
trict, the Forests Department officers will not
let go land where thera are gome trees that
may go as high as ten loads, but those trees
may be scattered over upwards of 1,000
acres. Something must be done about these
two departments. There must be more co-
hesion and the Minister must clip the wings
of the Congervator of Forests. To cope with
the diffienlty legislation will be necessary. 1
hope the Royal Commission will inquire into
every phase of group settlement. Road
boards are experiencing many difficulties.
The Cotnmonwealth road grant is of no value
to this country. Tha grant has been an en-
cumbrance and I believe even 4 curse to the
road boards. One bhoard is credited with hav-
ing had £38,000 spent in ita distriet but that
money has been spent on the road from
Pemberton to Northeliffe, which road should
never have heen censtructed, The late Ad-
ministration made the error of building roads
instead of a railway in that country. I am
pleased that the railway has been started.
The first 20 miles of it is going to cost
£20,000 or £30,000 per mile, but in ad-
dition to that the distriet is eredited with
having received £38,000 from the Common-
wealth prant.

The Miniater for Lands:
lot spent at Northeliffe.

Mr. J, H., SMITH: But it has been
wasted. The railway should have been built
instead of wasting money on the road, The
Commonwealth were to make a grant ot
£96,000 for road building and the Btate Gov-
ernment were to find an equal amount, and
on account of this, the road boards are not
receiving any money from the Treasury.
They would be a long way beiter off if the
Minister gave the road boards the £110,000
anil ent obt the Commonwealth grant alto-
gether. It is merely a sop 'and, owing to the
restrictions imposed by the Federal authori-
ties, it is impossible for us to get the work
done. What is the good of having to clear
milen of road for a width of 22ft. and make
roads 20 feet wide?! The settlers want fo
get their produce to market and they can do
that with a road 12ft, or 13ft. wide wind-

You want to

You have had a
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ing amongst the trees. So long as the road
has & good surface, it is sufficient, Instead
of that, we have a road bnilt with a sur-
face lihe that of St George’s-ter-
race and the money has been thrown away.
Yet the Premier talks about financial strin-
gencey.  The Minister for Works has told
various deputations that he intends to give
the loenl authorities greater powers. We
do not want the dietatorship wa have had in
the past. We want more powers and we
olzp want more money. I am anxious to see
the Main Roads Rill that the Government
intend to introduce, If it is going to im-
pore taxation without representation and
create another hnre department, it will not
receive any svmpathy from me, but if it is
going to vrovide for a hoard outside the
department, able to raise a certain amount
of revenne by a tax on tyres, vehicles, petro}
or something else, I shall be prepared to
support it.

Mr. Richardsen:
west?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I have referred to the
Ronth-West, and I objeet to anyone calling
it the sour west. The Government propose
to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire
into the mining industry. I hope the Com-
mission will not overlook the little town
of Greenbushes, which has been the biggest
centre of tin mining in Western Australia.
Gireenbushes is languishing for want of a
little Govermment assistance. We do mot
want the Government to construet houses
for manapgera at a cost of £1,000 or more
apiece and have it charged up against the
mining vote. We want the Government to
do something practical. I want the Minister
for Minea to visit Greenbushes and consider
the advisableness of diamond drilling te
locate the tin lodes. T have worked on the
lades, and T know that tin exists there.
We want just a little praetical assistance.
T do not wish to be jarochial in my views.
CGreat asaistance has been given to the agri-
cultural indnstry, and I shall suppert gold-
fields representatives in their efforts to get
assistance for mining, but T hope they will
not overlook the claims of Greenbushes.
T.art vear T snoke at length on the building
of certain railways in the South-West. The
memher for Guillford (Hon. W. D. John-
son) says we have too great a mileage of
railways in pronertion to our population,
There i3 only one waxv tn open up this
conntry, and that is hy railway eommuni-
eation, Tt may be advisable to build roads
for tractors and similar means of trans-
port in the eastern areas, where for nine
months of the vear the country is dry, but
jt is not advisable to do so in the South-
West. It wonld cost more to build roads
for heavy transport in the South-West than
to build railways. We have not sufficient
railwars to open up and develop the South-
West, and some of the railways there have
been hnilt in the wromp nlaces. We have to
thank Sir James Mitehell and the late Gov-
ernment for opening up and developing

What about the sour

an

that part of the State. Every member
agrees fhat it is a great asset, and that
there in p hig future before that country.
Bome day, as a result of the development
there, we shall overtake the State’s needs
and be able top stop the importation of food-
stuffs. It is a disgrace that we should be
importing such quantities of foodstuffs to-
day. T understond the advisory board have
just recommended the construction of &
railway to the Warren district. When the
Bill for the conatruction of the Pemberton-
Nornglup railway was before the Houee, I
said it was not warranted in comparison
with the railway io the Warren, While
there is land along the Pemberton-Nornalup
line equal to anvthing in the State, there is
land in the Warren distriet 40 miles from
& railway that has been settled for many
years. The railway, I understand, is to
commence from Boyup Brook, Last year I
snzgested it should start from Yornup ar
Wilgarup, and I quoted figures to prove that
the timber obtained along the first 20 or
30 miles wonld pay ten times over for the
eonstruetion of the line. I believe the ad-
visory board, owing to the grades between
Bridgetown and Balingup, suggest that the
railway sheuwld run from Cranbrook to
Boyup Brook, by which ronte engines would
be able to hanl 700-ton loads as against
150-ton loads over the other route. I am
desirous that the old pioneers living out-
baek should be served with a railway.
Along the route from Boyup Brook 478,320
acres of land have already been selected.
That ia an enormous area, Of that, 16,046
acres has been cleared outright at a cost
of about £10 per acre. Of part cleared lapd
there is 23,000 aecres, the work on which
must have cost £2 10s. to £3 per acrs. The
stock on that area consists of 90,686 sheep,
which to-day are worth about £2 each.
There are 1,616 horses, and fine horses they
are, worth anything from £10 to £12 each.
There are 1,333 dairy cows, which to-day
are nnt jroducing anything for the market
hecanse of the distance from railway com-
mnniention. On top of that there are 500
pigs in the distriet. T hope that when the
Premier sees the report of the advisory
board Le will give instructions for a survey
to be made immediately, and for the rail-
way to be huilt, beeanse the opening up of
this country will mean so much to the State.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
E. B. Johnston), every time he speaks in
the House, advocates the construction of
the Narrogin-Thwarda line, The railway I
an suggesting was promised in the time
of Rir Jnhn Forrest, but we have never had
any pull in this House. Previonms members,
perhaps, did not have the energy of the
member for Williams-Narrogin. There must
have heen a certain amount of pull in the
past hecause members on Mr. Johnston's
own side said the Narrogin-Dwarda line was
not warranted. There was an awful burst
up here and certain members for a time
il not speak tn each other in the eerridors,
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‘all on account of the Narrogin-Dwarda rail-
way controversy. The present Minister for
Lands happened to be Minister for Works
when the Bill for that railway was intro-
duced, and the member for Williams-Narro-
gin was then a valued member of the party.
The Bill was passed despite the advice of
members on this side of the House, who
puinted out that the construetion of the line
was not warranted. However, it was ecar-
tied by the vote of the present Premier.
If we have to wait for some railways owing
to financial stringency, those railwaye pro-
mised 20 years ago should receive first con-
gideration. The member for Guildford says
a certain railway iz not warranted and other
members say that other railways are not
warranted. A Royal Commissgion ehould be
appointed to inquire into the whole ques-
tion,

The Premier: Another Commission! Why
net let us build them all nowt

Mr. J, H. SMITH: T am advocating a
railway for those gettlera who have been
out in the back country for so many years.
The building of a line is warranted by the
statistics I have quoted. If any railway be
warranted, Jet it take precedence over others.
Another railway is required from Manjimup
linking up with Mt. Barker. That line would
serve a great deal of valuahle country and
some old pioncers of the State, If the
group settlement scheme is to be 2 suecess,
this railway must be built, because there are
settlers at present located 20 to 25 miles
from a railway, and no settler can make a
success of his holding so far removed from
railway facilities, If we refer to the Agri-
cultural Bank, we will find that not one
thousand, but many thousands of pounds
have been lost to the State through sending
settlers out there as far hack as 1911 and
1912. The people who are so far away
from means of transport cannot hope to
make good. Yet in spite of the fact that the
Agrieultural Bank made hig loases, prin-
cipally on account of the absence of rail-
way facilities, we find that the Government
are now sending group settlers to the very
same place. T will leave the question of
railways in your hands, Mr. Premier, be-
cause I believe vou intend to pive a falr
deal to the South-West. You will carry on
the good work that was started by my chief
threc yeara ago.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber munst address the Chair.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T hope that the Gov-
ernment during the present session will not
find it necessary to rely upon any particular
gection to keep them in office. T intend to
remain as a unit of the Opposition, but will
promise to give all the assistance I ean to
bring ahbout good government. Regarding
the little coterie of friends on my left, I
trust the Government will not find it neces-
gary to make a call on them for assistance
in order to retain office, because if the Gov-
ernment do 80 the little coterie will be
bound to let the Government down with a

The hon. mem-
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Joud bang. One particular gentleman—I
will not mention his name—declared that he
welcomed the advent of Labour, I do not
say that he is not right, but T am wondering,
when the time arrives for the Government
to raise money, whether this gentleman will
still welcome the advent of Labour, remem-
bering too that the Government have intro-
duced a 44-hour week and have promised to
Irvy a little more faxation. With respect
to taxation, I am waiting for this, because
[ am anxious to assist the Government to
impese a tax on unimproved land. I am
wondering whether the leader of the little
coterie will be told by his chief what course
ta follow,

The Premier: Only yesterday or the day
before he was your leader.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: My dear friend, he
wag never my leader.

Mr, BPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: Yes, when you were in the
ranks,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T was never in the
ranks: 1 was always supposed to be on the
fringe, a sort of opportunist always looking
for something to appear on the horizon. At
one time I thought you were going to ask
me to return to the fold.

The Premier: I have not given up hope
yet.

Mr. SPEAKBR: Order!

Mr, J. H, SMITH: My position wag made
quite clear at the last eleetions and T can-
not posaibly now go back into the fold. A
matter of vital importance to the South-
West was referred to by the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Withers)., That hon. gentle-
man explained the position so well with re-
gard to the necd for harbour accommeda-
tion, that there is very little for me to add.

The Premier: Another little million will
not do us any harm.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Something must be
done with regard to harhour facilities at
Bunhury. The port has heen sadly neglected
in the past and a eonercte scheme must now
be laid down. If the Premier can see his
way clear tn spend a few pounds in the
direction of ecommencing what will ultimately
prove to be a conerete scheme, he will then
be giving proef of his hbona fides. The Gov-
ernment have been able to get money to
apend on the Geraldton harhour. I do not
krow whether that wark i3 or i not neces-
sary. The Government enn also raise
money for the Fremantle hathour. I sup-
pose that is Lecanse there are two Frementle
representatives in the Cahinet. We in the
Spnth-West rearet that the Government i3
made up of goldfields and metropolitan
members.  We are hitterly disappointed on
that aeccomnt: at least one member repre-
sonting South-West interesta might have
heen inelnded in the team.

The Premier: Had yon heen in our party
that wigkt have been possible.

Mr. J. H. SMTTH: That went through
my mind.
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Mr,
bus.

Mr, J, H. SMITH: But joking apart,
we do need a definite scleme in connection
with harbour facilities at Burbury. It does
not appear to be right that so much money
should be spent at Fremantle while Bon-
bury is languishing. Nor is it right tuat
produce should have to be taken to Fre-
mantle for export instead of te its natural
port.

The Minister for Railways: The Qer-
aldton people have had to wait for 30
years.

Mr J. H, SMITH: Then I am pleased
that at Jast they have a live member in
Parlmment and I hope that they will not
have to suffer for another 30 years, T hope
that the grave blunder that has been made
in the past with rcference to Bunbury will
not be repeated. Tf the Government will
only prepare a scheme and spend a fuw
hundred thousand pounds to begin with, it
will prove of benefit to Bunbury and the
South-West generally, Our geographical
position demands that what I suggest
should he done. All we require i3 a fair
deal. Another matter that materially af-
fects the South-Weat is the taking over of
the railway between Pemborton and lar-
nadup, This line is about 17 miles in
length and is controlled by the State Saw-
mills. The Government have promised for
& couple of years past to take it over. Hon,
members will remember that the Premier
promised to take it over 12 months ago.

The Premier: Which Premier?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: XNot the present
Premier; he was not in office then. The
Btate Sawmills are running this railway
merely to suit themselves; they do not
study for a moment the coovenience of
anybody else. The line is part of the scheme
to conneet Jarnadup with Nornalup and on
that account the Commigsioner of Railways,
before he takes it over, desires to be quile
certain ahont its safe working. All the same,
it is not fair for the people who are on
group settlements in that part of the State
to have to depend on the time table fur-
nished bv the State Bawmills, and if it ia
desired to lift a few tons of fertiliser or
anything else, they mmst depend on the
oonrtery of the sgwmills officials, otherwise
the stuff i3 thrown off rewardless of the
weather and nllowed to remain in the open
at the mercy of anyone, The Ministar snid
the other night that he proposed to inati-
tute a time table in the near future. As
things exist at the present time, when goods
arrive at their destination they are often
duomped anywhere, and in order to reach
them one must go up to one’s knees in a
qnagmire. I have asked the Minister to
erect rome kind of a station there, and to
appoint an officer. Tie reply he gave, how-
ever, was vagne. Another matter of im-
portance to this part of the State is the
question of establishing a townsite at

E. B. Jobnston: You missed the
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Pemberton. The whole of the group
settlements in that part are linked up with
Pemberton, and there is no townsite of uny
dleseription. I would like to know why the
Government are continuing to block the
ereation of that townrite.  Are they not
aware that there are many people at Pem-
berton wlo are looking for accommodation?
Pemberton i the gengraphical cenire of
the whole of the group settlements.

The Minister for Reilways: The railway
rung throvgh Pemberton.
Mr. J. H. SMITH:
to proclyim a townsite? Why do not the
Government do so! It must he hecause
they have Htate monopalies there and he-
canse they are getting big rents from the
billiard reoms and barber’s shops. YWhat
do they get? T snppose about £9 or £10 a
week from those places. That must Le ithe
reason why they have not proclaimel a
towngite. One cannot get acecommodation
nt Pemberton, let alone a drink. Every-
body, including the group settlements, must
go to the S(ate store for all their reyuire-
ments, and we know that the store there is
one of the adjuncts of the State sawmilla.
It will be remembered that T presented a
petition to Parliument signed by ceveryone
at Pemberton agking the Government to
proclaim a townsite there, and I flonrished
the petition just as a predecessor of mine
once flourisl ed a dingo skin in this Cham-
ber, I vurge arain that the townsite be pro-
claimed. in faet, it must be proclaimed.
As a matter of faet, I believe that the
Goverrment dJdo intend to proelaim a
townsitc and that they propose to eall
it Barroohurat. This will probably be
three or four inilea on the Bridgetown
side of VPoembrrton. Tf it is established
there it will not serve amnybody. The
Premier in his poliey speech reforred
to the mnecessity for a Redistribution of
Seats Bill. ['ndoubtedly such a measure
i8 vequired, but I do hope that hefore
making the redistribution, whether it is
made through commissioners or from the
Boor of the House, the Premier will bring
the rolls up to date. To-day the Eleetoral
Department is in a deplorable condition.
I can say that authoritatively, because
in my district I koow of many people
who have lived thers for years but are not
on the roll, and also of peoplec who are dead
but whose names are still on the roll. I
trust the Premier will, if necessary, re-
vert to the old system of bhaving the rolls
kept by the police; or else that he will
adopt the Commonwealth system, although
I have no sympathy with Commonwealth
officers taking our nffairs eut of our
hands, Nevertheless, the Commonwealth
has a better syetem than we have. Tt
pays on reaults. Many of our electoral
officers are old eivil servants and do not
care for results, but draw their salaries
month afier month and rarely Jook at the
rolls. A matter on which I wish to con-
gratulate the Minister for Agrieulture is

Ig it not possible
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his action regarding tick cattle Intro-
duced into the South-West. Originally
the Minister thought that tick wouald pot
live in the cold parts of the Sonth-West,
but that as soon as the first rains came
alopg the tick would die. In the past a
dairy herd in the Bouth-West was lost
through tick, and that winter was more
severe than the present one. At present
we have tick in the South-West and at
Manjimup. What is the use of establish-
ing the dairy industry on ocur group settle.
ments if we allow tick to be imported
into the South-Weat? Tt would be better
for us to pay two or three times the
present price for meat than to bring the
tick into the Bouth-West from the North,
where it belongs. At first the Minister
for Agriculture ridiculed the possibility
of tick living in the South-West, but npon
proof heing brought to his notice he sent
an officer to investigate. T feel sure that
as the result of that investigation the
Government will frame a regulation de-
barring northern cattle from being
brought to the South-West. In ¢onnection
with ecattle, T draw attention to the
failure of the late Government to make
provision for stocking the group wettle-
ments with decent cattle. The present
Minister for Agriculture is, however, to
be congratulated on hie action in supply-
ing every group settler with a ecow and
a pig. ¥t was a big thing for the group
settlers, and a thing which T have been
striving, unsueccessfully, for a long time
to get. As regards stocking the groups
with cattle, when there was & drought in
New South Wales and we had a boontiful
geason, I urged the then Minister for
Agrieunlture to send an officer to New
Sonth Wales to buy dairy stoeck. The
Minister replied, ‘‘We are making every
provision for that.”” I do not believe
that any provigion was made. The proper
conrse is to get good pedigree cattle for
the groups. The Dardarup estate, which
the Government bought and them un-
fortunately pussed un, would have been
very suitable for a stnd farm. However,
there are other estates ohtamable cheaply
which can earry good bulls and young
heifers; and the progeny could gradually
be passed om to the group seitlers. Fail-
ing the adoption of this plan, the Govern-
ment will have to go into the market for
dairy cows; and when people know the
Government are buving, they put up the
prirec by at least 50 per eent. T bhelieve
the agriconltural societies would take
eharpe of the stock for nothing; other-
wise an estate or two conld be bought for
the purpose. Unless we breed up good
herds, the group settlements will prove
a failure from the aspect of dairying.
No doubt these are matters whiech will
receive attention from the Royal Com-
miseion to inquire into group settlement.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: We are not
going to wait for that,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am pleased to hear
it. I shall do the best I can to assist the
Government. There are various Govern-
ment measures foreshadowed om which
perhaps I shall have a few words to say.
A subject on which I ecould speak for
hours is the marketing of onr produets.
In the South-West we realise that we have a
local market in respect of the goods mow
bring imported from the Eastern States;
but we have no market for gur fruit, Ia
that conpection the extension of the
Bunbury harbour will be a great help.
The member for Guildford (Hon. W. D.
Johnson) told us recently that the Wes-
tralian Farmers Lid. and the co-operative
movement had proved a great boon to the
people of Western Australia, Undoubt-
edly that is the case. Co-operation re-
sembles unionism, and must be good. But
when the member for Guildford told us
that the Westralian Farmers Litd. had
nothing whatever to do with the Country
Party, T had te contradiet him, hecanse I
knew he was wrong. I pay a tribate to
the Westralian Farmers Litd. for what
they have done to further the co-operative
movement, That movement has already
been of great benefit to the farmers, and
will continue to bemefit them. However,
when a section of the farmers get to-
gether and say that tbey are the only
f“@inkum’’ Country Party, and that other
men representing country electors are net
country party and take no interest in {he
farmers, I say that is a very narrow view.
Every one of us is here to do the best he
ean for all sections of the community;
otherwire he is not fit to sit in this Cbamn-
ber. I did not win my seat on the Conn-
try Party ticket; I won my seat beeavae
the electors of Nelson thought, when I
went up again this time, that I was the
beat representative they could get. Fverv
sertion of the community will reeeive
from me as much assiatance as T cam
possibly render. T thank hon. members
for the very fair hearing which has been
given me.

Mr, HERON (Leonora) [5.20]: T shall
take vy cne from the memher for Menzies
(Mz. Panton) and not detain the House
long. Tn moaving the adontion of the
Address-in-reply that hon. member said he
thought members should cut their apeeches
a3 short as possible, At the ovotset let me
congratulate memhers oecupving the Trea-
sury bench on their aeccession to office. 1
have already congratulated them personatly,
hnt T should like to congratulate them also
here on the floor of thiv Chamber. T have
worked with most of the present Ministers
for 2 numher of vears, in perhaps a different
aphere from that whieh is theirs to-dav. 1
know those gentlemen to be sincere and eon-
seientions, From what they have done in
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the past for the organisations to which they
belonged, it is certain thet they will give
of tbeir best to the country which to-day
they c¢ontrgl, Being the representative of
a small section of the people of this great
Htate, a section far Jdistant from the seat
of government, I hardly know how to make
the voiee of my comstituency heard. How-
ever, the Premier has given ug to under-
stand tbat he will not have much cash to
spend. About two-thirds of the members
who have already spoken have each of them
wsked for about a million of money to be
spest in bis electorate, and so 1 hardly
know whether it is worth while for me to
request the expenditure of public funds in
mj constituency. I assure Ministers that at
present T am not asking any special conees-
sions for my electors. [ realise, however,
that when a request reaches me from my
distriect and [ have oecasion to go with it
hefore a Minister, fair consideration wili be
extended to it. I have onee more to con-
gratulate the members of the Government,
and especially the Minister for Works, on
the speedy action taken in eonnection with
the 4&&hour week. We knew at the
outset that if the Ministry dealt with
that question, they would teceive knocks
from 2l over the State. However, the party
to which we belong stand for the 44-hour
week.  Now T wish briefly to state the eom-
ditions that have arisen in the pastoral in-
dustry arcund ocut-back centres. [t is freely
stated that mining is dead; but that is not
my opinion, nor that of members whe
represent mining interests. However, in my
electorate of TLeonora, and also in the
Menzies clectorate and right through to the
Muorchison, we have another industry that
has developed and is developing very fast—
the pastoral indnstry. A few years apgo one
conld travel through the area covered by
those clectorates and xee only a few head
of eattle running:; but in the very near
foinre we shall see there, instead of a few
hondreds  of cattle, many thousands of
sheep. Starting from Menzies one reaches
the nreoperty of Mr. Elliott, which within
the last few months has heen sold to &
South Australian company at a big fipnre.
Refore the company attempt to stock, they
intend to apend ahout £20,000 in develaping
the land, in sinking wells, and in agreeing
dog-proof femeing., A few days ago T had
the opportunity of going throngh that pro-
pertv, and on every side J saw men engaged
in the work of development. Within the
next year or so instead of that property
earrving a few heal of cattle, it will be
carr¥ing tens of thousanids of sheep. The
railway to Leonora runs right through the
property. Adjcining Elliott’s, now owned
by the Sounth Australian Co., we have
Laffer’s property, recently purchased by Mr.
L. Wilkie. He also is spending a vast amonnt
of money in improving the property as a
pretiminary to stocking it with sheep. On
the east side of the line is part of Horan
Rrosz’, (lenorn propertv, now owned by the
Mt, Maleolm Pastoral Co. For the last three
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years they have been shearing up there.
Two years ago they had a lot of sheep over-
landed from the North, Despite the fact
that in travetling down from the North the
sheep became infested with road tip, the
wool from those sheep brought 6d. per Ib.
more than the wool from the sheep left on
the nerthern property. Seo it will be seen
that we have up {here a pastoral country
of great value, Un the west side of the line
there is another part of the Glenorn pro-
perty, bought by Robertson Bros. two years
ago, They put in dog-proof fencing and
ran about 4,000 head of sheep. Less thau
six months ago the property again chapged
hands, passing thix time to Nicholls, of
South Australia. He got rid of 2,000 head
of wheep and is now spending a large sum
of money grtting ready to stock up apain
with improved atrains. He azsures me that
he expeets to have in twe years’ time,
10,000 head of sheep on the property, He
is interested in a stution in South Australia,
and iv bringing stud sheep across from there.
Leaving Leonora and going nlong the Law-
lers road, we have Willis' property, a very
valunble one, At present he is running
only a few sheep, just so many as he re-
quives for his butehering business, but
he asvures me that in the near future
he will put in dog-proof fencing with
a view to running large numbers of sheep.
Those members who visited Lueonora nine

months  age  will remember Kennedy's
station, Sturt Mealows, Kennedy has
been  rinning caftle hnt, like the rest
of the pastoralists in the district, he

has realised that <heep are the better pro-
position, so be iz turning his property into
sheep country, vsing miles and miles of dog-
pronf fencing, When we visited his place last
October, he told the party that he had on
hiz property betwern 50 and 60 wells, vary-
ing in dopth from 5ft. to 108ft,, or an a.er-
age of 40ft. Almost in any part of that pro-
perty good water is available, a lot of it pot-
ahle and the rest quite satisfactory for
stork.  Anyone who knrows anything about
stock-raising will realise the wvalne of =so
magnificent a water supply. The well at the
homestend on Sturt Meadows ja only 13 feet
deep, but those members who visited the pro-
perty in October will agree that it contains
water of the highest quality. On the other
side a property, held until recently by Bis-
sett, has changed hands and is now owned
by a South Australian company. Only three
weeks ago they shifted all the cattle off it
and are now busy fencing, Within 12 months
or two ¥years it will be all stocked with sheep.
So T could go right on through my eleetorate
and those of Mr. Cheszon and Mr. Marghall.
However, T do not wish to detain the House.
My object is merely to draw attention to
what is takine place rizht in the heart
of the minine areas. This devrclep-
ment is going to mean a great deal o onr
railway revenne, for in addition to all the
station renuisites that muost be carried by
rail. there will he the wnol as back loading,
80 even if mining should beeome still fur-
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ther depressed there will be great pasteral
devilopment in that part of the State. Of
course ju buetween the lurger properties 1L
have mentioned we have smaller properties
held by men who have not the capital to
fully develop them. So important do I re-
gard the industry that 1 have no hesitation
it snggesting thut the Government shouwld as-
sist those smaller men to prepare their hold-
ings and stock them with sheep. This would
gerve to make the industry in that distriet
a very great uasset to the State. We have
miles of rails running through that distriet,
and when mining dies out, if it ever does,
there will be very little railway freight be-
youd that of sandalwoed; so it behoves us to
do anything we can to hasten on the develop-
ment of the pastoral indnstry up there. Onc
aspeet of the question should appeal to the
Minigter for Lands. We understand that he
requires a Jarge number of horses for the
group seitlers. I know from personal obser-
vation and from reports in the Press, that
there are up there bundreda of horses of
Jjust that handy type required by the group
sottlers, Tle owners of those horses as-
sure me that it does not pay to muster
them and send them down here, beecause,
after the paying of heavy railway froights
and the agents' fees, very little re-
turn is left tor the pastoralist. [ sng-
gest that the Government should- approach
the owners of those horses and make arrange-
menta to secure the amimals at a low price
with a view to sending them to the grounp
settlements. The pastoralists, I know, are
prepared to meet the Government in this.
We are importing horses from the Eastern
States while shooting hundreds up there on
the stations.

The Minister for Lands: How would it
pay the group setilers to have those parti-
cular horses?

Mr. HERON: From nersonal interviews
with the pastoralists, T know they are pre-
pared to asel! the horges to the Government at
a reasonable figure,

AMr. Taylor: I could put the Miniater
on to 200 or 300 head at not more than £3
or £4 each.

Mr. HERON: T could do the same. To
bring the hnrses down to the proup =ettle-
ments represents nothing more than a book-
keeping entrv between one Government de-
partment and another.

The Minister for Lands:
broken?

Mr. Taylor:

Mr. Hughes: Can they trot?

Mr. HERON: Yes, and gallop, too. It
the Government are prepared to take them,
the horses corld Te secured cheaply. Their
earrinte means only a transfer from one
State derartnrent to another.

The Minister for Lands: No, it means
teansferring them from a private individual
to the State.

Mr. HERON: T am sure those horaes could
be put on the groun settlements at from £14
to €15 per head. The pastoralists are shoot-
inz them, because they do not pay to market

Are those horses

Yes.

[ASSLMBLY.)

in the ordinary way. [If the Governuwnt
would take delivery of them as they are re-
quired, and send them to the group settle-
ments, it would represent a considerable sav-
ing to the department concerned, and in turn
to the settlera. 1l am not geing to indulge in
carping eriticism about the low railway
freights un superphosphate for the farmers,
any more than 1 am going to gird at the
heavy ruilway freights eharged in wmy clee
torate, The railnays can apparently afford to
carry superphosphate to Maleolm for 14s. a
ton, und vould bring wheat back as s a
ton. A man wio desires to start the sbeep in-
dustry up there requires miles of dog-proof
fencing, bat it would eost him 47s. 5d. to
lanid hig wire there by the treck. Tt would
aleo cost him €8 1s. per ton to send his wool

haek., Srrely the Government could redoce
the freight on wire and wool.  Probably
there is not a very hig tonnage of woel,

Imt it is just 22 necessary 1o Keep the sheep
Ldoslyy going as it is to support the wheat
industry.

The Minister for Lands: Probably there
is not so much profit on the other.

Mr. HERON: Even it the freight on
wool were allowed to stand, the freight nn
wire should surely be reduced.

Mr. Taylor: It is too expensive now.

Mr. HERON: When a pastoralist wants
to send down horsis or cattle, it costs him
£29 a bogie truck. The pastoralists in my
district are struggling along. Tf the Gov-
ernment can assist them to develop their
industry, as well as assist mining, it will
vonfer a great henefit npon the State. I
have reveived a letter from a lad of 15
whosa father died just hefore the visit of
the Parliamentary party to Leonora and
Wiluna, and who was left a property of
some 35,000 to 40,000 acres ahont 40 miles
away from his veiphbours. He is running
aboat 35 head of cattle, 10 horses, and has
a mob of goats of good class. T expect
the Premier and other members will recol-
leet the ceaze. The boy has spent all his
life in the digtrict and has never heen to
school. YWhen T was passing through his
property a few weeks ago I faund him
living all alone. When T ecalled there was
a fareman from aun adjarent lense with him,
The only time he has any company is when
e sees« that foremam, cither on his own
place or on the adjeining place.

Mr. Taylar: Is there not an old chap
with the bov now?

Mr. HERON: No. The boy could not tell
me what he was going to do, because the
property iv mtill in the handa of the solici-
tars. There is no chanece of matters heing
fixed up tor 2 time. T told him if he in-
tended to leave T wonld do whatever T could
to help him. The letter T have received
will shew that, in spite of his lack of edu-
cation, he is ahle to write well. Tt is as
follows:—

Just a few lines tn ask you if you are
stil willing to help me as wou were
when we last met. Yoo know I have a
small plaee here with some eattle om it,
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Lut as cattle will not thrive in this coun-
try they are of no use. Sheep are things
that do well here, and everyone here 1s
poing in for them. What 1 ask of you
is, will you or yevr Government let me
have enough financial aid to enable me

to fence amd stock it with sheep? T

know this is a lot to ask from you, but

I hope yon will grant me the request I

am here asking. Hoping to have your

carly reply, and that you will not think
this letter too absur@ to answer, I re-
main, Youks pratefully, Ben MecLernon,

Nuendah S8tation, Mount FKeith and

Wiluna Road.

Thia lefter siiows the elass of lad he is.
I have tried to get rid of the property for
him, Untortunately, he is too young teo
warrant the Premier in assisting bim. 1T
hope something can be done for him. 1
congratulate the Minister for Agriculture
upon the prompt aection he took in dealing
with the dingo pest. Last session a Bill
came before this House for the granting
of a uniform bonus for dingo secalps
throughout the State. Because of one
clause that was inserted by the ex-Minister
for Apriculture, the Legislative Couneil
would not pass the Bill and it waa dropped.
This has left the vermin boards in a very
unfortunate position. One board that had
paid £1 per sealp for dingees was rendered
practically bankrupt., It had paid the £1
per head, and expected the Government to
raise the bonus from 53, to 10s. The ex-
Miniater for Agrieulture, however, did not
deal with the matter, and it has remained
for the present Minister to take prompt
action. He has now stated that the Gov-
ernment arce prepared to raise the bonus
from 5s. to 10a.

Mr. Taylor: It ought to be £1 a head.

Mr., HERON: The vermin hoards and the
pastoralists are raising the other 103,
which brings the bonus np to £1 a head.

Mr, Taylor: All boards should be on the
same hasis.

Mr. HERON: That may be so. I under-
stand that, in the ease of any road board
district that is prepared to form a vermin

board, the Government are prepared to in-
" erease the honus in the way T have indi-
cated. Although the party to which T be-
leng is said to be opposed to pastoralists
and farmers, shortly after the Government
took office this important matter was
promptly dealt with. Most of us realise
the benefits that secrue to the State from
the pastoral indwsiry. and feel that assist-
anee should alsn bhe rendered to it where
nreessary. I wish now to deal with the
sanidalweod monopoely, as it is ecalled.

Mr, Tayler: It iR not that mow.
pronaganda has dome ita duty.

Mr. HERON: The position is not satis-
factory.

Me. Latham: It is giving satisfaetion
to the old pullers up our way.

Mr. HERON: That may be so, hnt there
are very few who can get any wood to
pull. Tt ix giving satisfaction to ome or

That
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tweo, but there are dozens of pullers swhe
never get an order.

Mr. Latham: There iz some diffienlty
ahaut petting registered,

Mr. HERON: They are all registered.

Mr. Taylor: There are too many.

Mr. HEROXN: It is not worth their while
becoming registered, hecause they have to
go to the monopoly for an order hefore they
can go into the bosh. No new orders are
being iasued to make it worth their while.
To-night I rereived a letter from a man
who has been given an order for four toms.
Some 12 months apgo 1 pointed ont that
onte the tender had been accepted, all kinds
of things wounld cccur to the detriment of
the men in the outback ¢entires, whose voices
eannot be heard in their own interests, and
U suggested that they would he fleeced in
all kinds of ways.

Mr. Panton: So they are.

Mr. Taylor: I do not think the hon. mem-
ber was quite correct in hi= statement.

Mz. Panton: Correct in what respect?

Mr. Taylor: In regard to your prices of
sandalwood.

Mr. HERON: He was correct. It is said
that the sandalwood is not of fair average
quality. If a {lrm can say that, it can pay
any priee it likes. I have said before that
if this kind of thing js to go on, the sandal-
wood pullers should have a representative
down here to watch their interests. Those
who get a chance to pull sandalwood are
prepared to pay their quota towards such
representation, The ex-Minister for Forests
made a great feature about setting aside
750 tona of sandalwood for prospectors.
He was told at the time that this was of no
use. That is now discovered to be the case.
Applieationa were invited from prospeciors
who desired to be repistered, and who
wished to take up a portion of the 750
tons. There were so many applicants that
the proportion worked out at 13% toms per
man.

Mr. Tayler: The applicants included pub-
licans, pastorsalists, storekeepers, and so on.

M;. TERON: The hon. memher was he-
hind the late Government, and will doubt-
less support that party now. He knows that
the rrospectors could mot come in under
that head. TEven the nolice were sent out
to make inquiries as to whether the men
were grnuine progpestors or nof.

Mr. Taylor: T was not aware of that,

Mr. HERON: The hon. member should
not speak ont of his turn.

Mr, Taylor: I am not deing se.

Mr. HERON: T am talking about things
T understand. I never hring anything be-
fore the House withnut first making the
neecssary inquiries. T have heen to the
Mines Department and have seen the names
that were submitted, and I mow the con-
ditions that were laid down before permits
were pranted. T alse know what the hon.
member i3 sore about. This matter was
brouzht against him during the election
campaign.
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JMr. Latham: He was returned to Parlia-
went all the same.

Mr. HERON: He had not too much to
spare.

Mr. Taylor: Go for your life,

Mr. HERON: The hon. member is an
old campaigner. I am talking facts. When
the applications came in they had te go
before the Mines Department for recom-
mendation. The department sent them out
to the registrars, the police and the inspee-
tore of mines, to agcertain whether the ap-
plicants were bona fide prospectors. The
prorortions worked out at 114 tona per
man.

Mr. Taylor: I
statement.

Mr. TIERON: The Congervator of For-
cts realised that this proportion was of no
use to anyvone, N¢ man could send down
less than four tous of wood in a truck After
an intervicw between the Conservator and
the Mines Department the proportions were
made up to four tons per man, and that is the
position to-day. The letter T have is from
a man who got the four tona, He did not get
thal unti! he had written to me and T had
heen to the Conservator. He has his per-
mit, but he eould not get an order from
any firm.

Mr, Taylor: 1 have a dozen letters lkc
that, and 1 cannot get a load for anyone,

My, HERON: The regnlations are not
satiafactory to those who are pulling. The
letter from the prospector in question is as
follows:—

Your letter of the 30th inst. to hand,
with many thanks for same. I note the
cnelosed letter from Conservator of For-
eats.  Sinee writing yon last T received
an order for four tonms, Now, as you
know, sandalwood is pulled out for many
miles around, and we have to go a long
wavy out to get wood, and we cannot pget
teams te go eut for four tons unless wo
give half of what we are getting. That
means that we have to work for nothing.

What is the good of an order for four tons
to the prospector? I have in mind the jwos-
peetor who has heen working a show and is
Jow in fundg, and therefore wants to pull
a few tons of sandalwood. He does not
eome under this arrangement, according to
the definiHon which has been given to me
by the derartment. T am informed that the
men whe yreviously pulled sandaiwoed can
gtill pull sandalwnod if he gets an order
from the wnnnopoly. The sandalwood in-
dnstre seems to be tied up for e few months
yet; but T hope the Government will see that
the industry is not tied up longer. The Con-
servator of Forests has pointed out that the
men complained to bim that the old pullers
were getting sll the orders. He said that was
as it should be. X would not stand for that,
and T sail a0 in this Chamber before the
mononely wag granted. If some of the men
wha have Leen working for years im our
mines want fo go sandalwoed pulling in

do not contradiet that
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order to get their lungs free of dust, they
should be granted permits. We are not
going to have a monopoly for the buyers,
nor for the pullers either.

Mr. Taylor: Let there be open play and
free competition, and see how you get on.

Mr, HERON: I made my position plain
when T spoke on this subject before.

Mr. Latham: You eay now there is some
good in the arrangement.

Mr. HERON: I say so now, and I said
g0 then. But those who want to go out
pulling sghould not be restricted. If there
were no buyers for the woed, the pullers
would have to go back to their previous
oveupation, and so the peosition would regu-
late itself.

Mr. Taylor: The price is fixed, and also
the quantity to be pulled. The trouble is
that there are too many desiring to pull.

Mr. HER(IN: The opposite side of the
Houke abmost invariably looks to the law
of sopply and demand, but in this instance
the Op-positicn do oot want to let that law
tpnrute. The position would have regu
lageil itwelf,

Mr, Lathawm: Sorely you do not swant us
to ent ovut all the sandalweod in a few
years{

Alr, HEROX: That cannol happen if
only a small quantity is required annually.
A man who cannot sell sandalwood i3 not
going te pull it. The member for York

(M:. Latham) vannot come at me with
that,  Twerning from sandalwod, 1 come to
mininz,  Just now there is a big stir be.

canse of & Lahour Government taking
possengion of the ‘Treasury bench, and
evervbady conneeted with mining thinks the
Labmor Ministers ¢an turn everything up-
side down in a day. Those Ministers can-
uot do all that is uasked, but they can do,
and will do, 2 good deal to assist mining.
Thex have already shown thenselves sym-
pathetic towards the mining industry by
reducing the prive of water in various cen-
tres. T trust that the money which the
redretion represents will be used for de-
velopment of the mines. That is not so in
all vases. Some of the money 50 saved has
gooe to pay increased fees to directors, 1
shall deal more fully with that point Iater,
When T spoke on last year's Mines Eati-
mates, my electorate was under a cloud. Tis
chief mine, the Sons of Gwalin, was closed
owinr to the unfortunate fire of 1921,
However, the mine was re-opened on the
nth Ootol'er of last vear. I take this op-
portunity of thauking those hon. members
who viaibel it upon its re-opening. T fancy
it must have heen an eve-opener tn some
members to see the canditions under which
prople live in the outback centres, and, op
the other hand, to see the extremely
capalle manner in which the mine is man-
aged. The fact that the mine is working
to-dax is due solely to the efficirnt manage-
ment. Peaple who know the mining indus-
trv do not aeed to be told what it means to
a ventre to have 200 or 300 wapres men
working there, TIf we had more mines man-
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aged es capably aud economically as the
Sons vf Uwalis, there woald be a very long
life for mining in Western Australia. Just
after the fire, [ said, the local management
were most anxiovs to re-open the inine,
but the London directors were not pre-
pared to face the cost involved, as they
realised that the ore was of low grode and
thet the iustallation of a new plant would
prove expengive. Fortunately for my dis
trict, there was in London at that time a
man who lad been attorocy for the Sons
of Gwalia Company here; L refer to Mr.
W. A, Mcl.eod. That geatleman, backed up
by Mr. Klug and the local management,
succeeded in getting the mine re-opened,
One of my opening remarks was that sowne
people were convinced that mining is down
and out; but from every newspaper wo
learn of new developments all over the
State, One that is attracting a great deal
of attention was mentioned in yesterday’s
newgpapers—a find in the Coe electorate,
indeed almost in the town of Cue. Carl
son and Son erushed 67 tons for a yield of
897 ozr. T am quite sure that there are
many shows of great value yet to be found
in this State.  Then there iz the district
formerly known as Ivan Jones’ Find, and
now known as Mount Gray. Thia also is in
the Cue electorate, although all the traffic
goes throngh Leonora. Abont six weeks ago
there ware reports from a number of pros-
pectors who had been sent out with Govern
ment assistance, to the effect that they had
found gold in that district. Since then the
men who were assisted have paid back nearly
all the money lemt by the Government,
and the leases are heing opemed up. As
late as last Saturday I wne in the Leonora
district, and there I saw prospectors who
had just returned from the new find, They
told me the surfaee indications were those
of a very good chance. Ags mining men
are aware, one cannot tell from surface
indlcations what the mines are going to be;
but in this case the surface indieations ap-
pear to he excellent. A man who showed
me some speeimen stone said that his party
were not yet through the lode, but that it
looked highly promising. A little further east
there is excellent development on Thomp-
son’s lease; amnd on my return to Perth I
received a report confirming the statements
of the prospcctors, Six weeks ago that
country was practically vninhabited, except
for a few travellers on pastoral country.
To-day in that one centre alons there arve
3D or 40 men; a store has been opened, and
there i a weekly mail service with Lawlers,
If we could open np a few good goldfields,
this State would become populated very
quickly. It is realizsed, of course, that a
number of those on the mew finds have
shifted from Kalgoorlie and other centres;
but a large-seale miping development will
attizet population from all parts of the
world. Beeing thit we are opening up
various flelds, the Government will no donbt
o their utmost to assist mining as much as
possible.
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&itting suspended from 6,15 te 7.3 pom.

Mr. HERON: At the tea adjournment 1
waos dealing with the development of the
outside mining centres. T had referred to
the economies effected that extended the life
of the Hons of Gwalia mine, By a strange
and sad coincidence, Mr. Beech, one of the
men who played an importani part in effeet-
ing tbose economies, was the engineer on
the mine, and although it was only an lLour
or so ago that [ referred te the matter,
[ regret to say that mas 1 went to
tea this evening I was handed a tele-
gram intimating that that gentleman had
passed away. Many members were person-
ally acguainted with Mr. Beech and knew
his sterling worth. His death represents a
lors to the Btate and to the Leonora district
in particular. Regarding the developments
at Mt, Gray, although that centre ia in the
electorate represented by the member for
Cue (Mr. Chesson), all the trafilc paases
through Leounora. RBecause of that, the
people in my electornte are more interested
in the developments than are those repre-
sented by the member for Cue. If develop-
ments prove that good mines exists there,
the Wiluna railway, if constructed, should
proceed from Leonora.

Mr. Holman: There is hetter eountry in
the other direction.

Mr. HERON: No, there is not. Before
orging the Government to extend further
assistanee to the mining industry, it is neces-
sary, to a certain extent at any rate, to take
stock to nscertain where we stand. Labour
members have always adeocated greater
arsistance lwing given to eompanies to assist
in the developmomt of the mining centres
generally., A rveduetion in the price of
water for the mines was uvrped particularly
hy the members vepresenting electorates in
and areund Kalgoorlie, bt before we go
forther with that question it is necessary
te ascertain the true position. As indieating
what T mean, [ will draw the atbention of
hon. members to a report of the annnal
meeting, held in London, of shareholders of
the Lake View and Star mine. It is inter-
rsting to note from that report that while
Labour members agitated in favour of a
reduction in the price of water, redueed
railway freights and so on in order to ex-
tend the life of the mine, in this instance
the shareholders saw fit to increase the sal-
aries paid to the eompany’s directors, This,
too, when the Labour members have been
concerped ahout the rates received by men
on and helow the hread line. The para-
graph T vefer to in the report of the annual
meeting of the Lake View and Star mine,
which appeared in the ‘‘West Australian?’
of the Tth August, read as follows:—

The Chairman, in moving the adoption
of the report, addressed the meeting at
considerable length and dealt in detail
with the accounts and principal develop-
menta. In the course of his remarks he
gaid he was pleased to be able to report
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that the outlook with regard te their pro-

perty was mueh brighter than it had been

for some time past. The reasons for this
were the satisfactory and efficient manner
in which the new plant bad been ruaning
and the fecent good developments at the
1,6801t. intermediate level. He would
like to say how greatly they appreciated
the action of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment in reducing the price of water
from 7s. to 3s. per thousand gallons. The
saving in the cost of water, together with
the reductiorn of 1a. 6d. per shift in the
basie wapge—

That is another point—

—Tresulting from the reeent Arbitration

Award, would have the effect of bringing

into payable reserve a considerable quan-

tity of low-grade ore which hitherto could
not be profitably treated. During the
year the ore reserves had increased by

8,000 tons to a total of 235,407 toms, and

the value of the total tonnage had in-

erecased from 2795 shillings to 28.71

shillings per ton. . ..

This is where the sting ¢comes in again from
the Labour man’s point of view—

The report was adopted and n resolution

voting the directors £1,000 as additional

remuneration was approved,

Mr. Holman: That is called ‘‘greasing
the fatted pig.”’

Mr. HERON: While we have been advo-
cating the c¢laims of those who work for a
wage that iz below what T regard as a liv-
ing wage, and while the Government have
agreed to reductions in order to enable the
mine to carry on, the shareholders ean see
their way elear to increase the directors’
salaries by £1,000! This clearly demonstrates
the necessity for taking stock of the posi-
tion. It would not be fair to cut off sup-
port te companies that are genuinely trying
to effect cconomies merely beecause other
companies take advantage of & redue-
tion in the basic wage and of de-
creased freights and charges, to inerease the
salaries of the directors. While not penal-
ising the companiez wha are endeavooring
ta effvet economies, some means of dealing
with those companies who de net act fairly
should De devigsed. Although the Govern-
ment have been in offiec for a short perind,
econsiderable attention has been given to the
mining industry with o view tn lowering
treatment costs so as tn enahle orex that
cannot be profitably dealt with now, to be
turned into payable prapositions. The price
of water has been redneed in two or three
centres and T wish to compliment the Min-
ister who controls the goldfields water anp-
ply branch on the way he has dealt with this
matter. While the manager of the mine
wne pleased with the redietion, he was not
so plensed with the provizn that was added.
T trust the Minister will sce his war to do
away with the provisn. The decreased pries
of water was granted hnt the provico set
aut that the mines wouldt have to pay for
» vertain minimum daily supply, whether
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they used the wager or nut. The result has
been that since the decrease in the pries of
water, the managements have found that,
because of the proviso, they have to pay
more for their supplies than formerly. This
is a matter that should receive the carly con-
sideration of the Minister. During the election
eampaign the Premier, in the course of his
policy speech at Boulder, sail he was pre-
pared to go into the squestion of railway
freights to useertain if it was possible to
reduce thom. I know the Government have
given this matter consideration to ascertain
if they ean effect evenomies and so reduce
freights to these outside eentres. To show
what an important part railway freights
play in the working of a mine, I might men-
tion that the train that arrived at Gwalia
the day before 1 got there recently, Lrought
supplies to the management of the Gvalia
mine, in reapect of which £100 had to be
paid as freight. The next train that arrived
brought further supplies and the manage-
ment had another bill for £150 for freight.
That showa the hig effect those freigits
have on the cost of mining in ‘Western
Australia. I hope the Minister for Railways
and the Minister for Mines will confcr with
@& view to ascertaining if freights eannot
be reduced. The Kulaminna copper mine has
been closed down hecause the railway freights
were increased to a figure that ecould not be
paid by the management. At one time sup-
plies of copper orc were taken from that
mine to Coming Smith’s superphosphate
works and the freight worked out at about
145, 6d. per ton. Later on that rate was
increased to 16s. 6d. per ton. Despite such a
heavy charge, the management could not gei
the trucks if they were required anywhere
else. ‘The company had to put a new lift in
the shaft, and improved their plant. They
had cut out their ore reserves and that neces-
gitated further efforts being made. The late
Government, however increased the freights
tu 22s. 6d. per ton with the result that the
ming was closed down and from 15 to 20
men who were working there, were thrown
out of employment, The Government lost
the freight that was earned by trucks that
vtherwise came to Perth empty. Men em-
ployed at Cuming Smith’s works were
put off beeause of the lack of ore sup-
plies, and the result is that the pro-
duet neeessary for the manufacture of
superphosphate has had to be imported. 1
konow the Minister for Mines is sympathetic
and wishes to assist the industry, and I hope
be will be able to render some assistanee in
this matter. I wonld also like to refer to
the Comet Vale mine. I know the Govern-
ment are making inquiries to see whether
they van assist that coneern and I appreciate
the keen interest the Minister for Mines is
taking in the matter. Coming to the ques-
tion of State batteries, hon. members will
agree that those conveniences have proved
of great assistance in opening up mining
centres. T hope the Minister will see his way
rlear to have the batteries put on an up to
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date basis so that ore may be dealt with to
the bist advantage. Some three years ago
the then Minister for Mines called for ten-
ders for the lease of the State battery in the
Leonora district. The people there were not
inclined to allow a State battery to fall into
the bands of any ome individual, for they
knew that in such circumstances the con-
ditions wounld be satisfactory. Toder
such an arrangement, while they may not
be actually robbed, they lose gold they
would otherwise receive, We kicked up a
fuss, and the baittery was retained; although
the Minister had practically said the battery
must be either leased or closed down, we in-
duced him to leave it and put it in order.
Since then it has crushed a great deal ot
stone, winning considerable wealth for the
State. If only the cost of living could be re-
duced, there would soon be a large number
of workers in that district. Probably we
should be able to crush our ore at a lower
price if a reform were instituted by the amal-
gamation of the two offices, inspector of bat-
teries and inspector of mines, In districts
where we have inspectors of mines stationed
we eould do without battery inspectors. Most
of the mining inspectors are highly capable
men, and singe they have to travel over the
same route a8 the battery imspectors they
conid very well attend to both duties. In one
ingtance up our way the inspector of minea
goes through on one day, and the inspector
of hatteries on the next. This, of course,
means the cost of two motor ears and two
men where one would do. It is a question the
Minigter ecould well consider. The Minister
has heen asked to appoint a mining en-
gineer and metallurgist with a view to effect-
ing economies. I hope that if the Minister
does decide upon such an appointment he will
not let the question of salary stand in the
way of his getting a good man. Only a few
days ago I was speaking to a highly capable
man of wide experience, one whe has been
the means of lengthening the lives of some ot
our mines. That is the gort of man we want
in such a post. We should endeavour to
secure from the Federal Government a bonus
on gold. If by that means the price of gold
were raised a little, we should have working
a gond many shows lying idle to-day because
they are just below the profit lina. I ghonld
like to say a word ahout the condition of ovr
publie buildings. Of course, the present Gov-
ernment have not vet had a chance to even
look at them, let alone decide upon improve-
ments. TFor a number of years past bave
our public buildings been neglected. Some
in ontback districts ean only be deseribed as
a diszrace to any Government. We often
hear eomplaintz of money wasted in the ef-
fecting of repairs. On a previous oceasion 1
related in the Honse that, on learning of a
well that required cleaning out, the Water
Supply Department sent 2 man 200 miles to
clean it out and, of ecourse, 200 miles to re-
turn. Since then the ex-Minister for Works
has put a number of wells under the local
anthorities. When the necessity for repairs
to 1 Government huildnig is reported, an in-
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spector is sent along to view the job, not-
withstanding that frequently the cost of
sending him there excecds the cost of

repairs. Not very long ago a storm
in  a district away wpp North Dblew
down part of the gckool and some
Luildings at the State battery. The

battery manager, a capable man, was able
to procure iron in the district and at sp:all
cost effect the necessary repairs to be bat-
tery buildings, Having finished that job,
and seeing the conditica el the sechool, he
made an offer to the ¥dueantion Department
to repair their building u'to. He %ad the
materials there, and tne jok would have cost
only £50. However, the )idneation Depart-
ment or the Works Department, whichever
was responsible, could not have an officer
of the State DBatteries Department doing
their work., 8o they sent an inspector
to report on the job. Apart altogether
from the valug of his train fare, his motor
fare from the railway to the town cost £9,
and the trip kept him away for 2 weok. In-
credible as it may seem, he went three trips
to that job hefore a nail was driven! So it
cost £27 in motor fares with three weeks’
away-from-home expenges before a hammer
wag raised.

The Minister for Works: When was that?

Mr. HERON: Actually the job was done
gince the appointment of ihe present Min-
ister, but it ought to have been finished be-
fore the elections. People outback become
disgnsted with the unnecessary piling up ot
expenses by the sending of costly inspectors
to look into every little job that is required
to be done, The repairing of that achool
would have cost less than the cxpenses of the
three trips put in by the inspector. Anocther
thing, the man who got the contract lived in
Laonora. There is nothing apainst that, ex-
cept that he had to travel a long
journey to and fro, taking a labourer
with him and paying the coach fare
for both. All that of course, had
to be added to the cost of -the job.
Another feature of that particular job: the
battery manager who wanted to do the job
in the first place had his material at hand,
whereas the department that eventually did
the work brought timber 110 miles from
Lawlers. Now it is bad enough to think of
the cost of transporting that timber 110
miles, hut the real objection raised by the
peaple of the district was on the score that
the material carried all that way and put
into the achool building was taken from a
stable that had been in aetive occupation
by animals for 20 years past. Tt is not
possible for the Minister to journey to
every small centre in the Rtate, and so T
rerard it as ont duty to bring under his
notiee little thinps like these that ecome
within our personal knowledge. FEdneation
is of the utmost importance to people liv-
ing in outhack districts. The youth of those
districts are entitled to the best education
the State ecan give them. Before we had the
disastrous fire at the Sons of Gwalia mine
we had in Leonora continuation classes.
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However, after the fire a number of fami-
lies had to leave the distriet, thus reducing
the welicol attendance below the number
uecesgary for the mgintemance of continua-
tion clawsen, To-day we have agnin om the
mine 33 men, a8 ggainst 80 or 100 a year
ago, and there are new quite a lot of lads
and girls in the distriet. I hope that if, as
the result of our represcntations, the Min-
ister for Eduecation should come to the
Treasurer for a grawt for continuation
¢lasses nt lwonora, the Treasurer will ae-
eede to the request. The Government should
take steps to sger that the State is better
advertised in oor schools. There are many
people who have been reured on the gold-
fields, in the South-West, or in the farming
areas and have not had an opportumity to
visit otler parts of the SBtate. Om the gold-
fickls are mapy wmen and wonen born and
bred there who bave mot been able to see
anything more of the State than was vis-
ihle from the irain during a trip to Perth,
If the department could make available
views depicting the agricultural, dairy, and
timlwr areas, for display on the school
walls, it would he an impurtant factor in
the education of the ebildren. Many fine
views are displayed in the Tourist Bureav,
and [ understand the negatives are avail-
able at the Government Printing Office, s0
that my request should be capable of being
met at very little cost.  Aesociated with
nearly vvery school is an organisation of
parents and citizens, whe have working-
bees on Saturday afternoons and do what
they can to brighten the schools. On Batur-
day last there was a busy bee 50 sirong at
the Gwalia school. If views of the State
were provided in the schools as I have mug-
gasted, they would be a mesns of edncation
to many of the parents algo. The children
are taught abont many things ontside the
State, but thev are taught altogether too
little about the activitles of the people with-
in the State. The member for West FPerth
(Mr. Davy) eaid ke did not have any roads
that requircd attention.

Mr. Davy: I said it was a matter for
the City Council.

Mr. HEROXN: Application for assistance
was made to the previons Government on
bhehalf of my distriet, but we received no
congideration. T trust the Minister for
Works will gee that my district is not over-
looked when the Federal grant i3 alloeated.
If something could he done to reduce the
cost of living, it should make )ossible the
working of many low grade mines. The
price of bread has been increased from G144,
to 64. per loaf in the city, and from 6d.
to 7d. on the fields, while meat is as high
as 1g. 9d. per Ib, I had an argument with
a buteber the other day and be said it was
not correct that meat waa 1s. 94, hut he
admitted that ha was selling it at 1s. £d.
With the reduetion in wages, such increases
in the prices of necessary commodities make
it impossible for peeple in the ontside dis-
tricte to live in reasonable comfort. We
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want people to go ouwt into the back coun-
try, and we do all we can to encourage them
to go out, but it is impossible for them to
live on the liasle wage with commodities
at their present high prices, I hope the
Minister econtroling the Wyndham Meat
Works will make provision in future to keep
a check on the price of meat at this season
of tha year. To show that the people in
my distriet ure deoing all they ean to check
any incvense in the price of commodities,
there is a4 strong co-operative woeicty |

Gwalin whieh, i¥ it has oot heen able.

teduee the cost of commodities, has e ..
tuinly [revented them from rising to any
vxtent, [f customera pay a little too much
on one item, they are recompensed in the
form: of a honny ut the end of the half year.
The eociety is poaying 8% per eent. -on
moavy iavested by shareholders. It has
gone so far as to provide amuscments for
the sharcholders and wake a playground
for the clildren, The playground is
vquij ed with swings and merry-go-rounds,
together with a small pool for paddling.
It was impossible to have & swimming pool,
Imt the soctety did the next best thing by
providing a paddling pool. The pool is
surrpunded by lawns, and altogether the
playground is m very attractive spot. Re-
erntly the Minister was asked to assist by
redueing the price of water, and 1 believe
e hag been able to meet the reguest. On
behalf of the co-operative people of Gwalia,
I thank him for that assistance. I men-
tion this to show how people in the out-
back disiricts do try to help themselves. I
am satisied that the Government will be
willing to help, so far a3 they ean, miner,
mine owner, pastoralist, and all who are
seeking to keep the outside districts going.

Mr., €. P, WANSBBROUGH (Boeverley)
[887: 1 aw pleused to he baek iu the
Houre after nv ahisenee of seven years, and
renew old aepaintanees and, T hope, muhe
many new iriends. Lonking around the
House, I motice a great clange in the per-
seunel on both sides. When [ tell mam-
bers that during my three years I saw three
Governments come and go, they wiil under-
stand that times then were not too quict.

Mr. Latham: That is the kind of gov-
ernmeni we like.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: But on this
oceasion I think we shall bave a more peace-
ful time.

Mr. Lathem:
aheed, yon know.

Mr. 0. P. WANSBROUGH: T have the
usual bodget of local matters to which T
wish to direct attentiom, liut before deal-
ing with them I want to mention the LAB,
which in my electorate is8 a matter of enn-
siderable interest and has heen for a long
time, I wag in the House 10 vears agn
when the Scaddan Government introduced
the Bill for the insuguration of the LAB.,
and I claim that my comrades of this amall
party, who wera In mo ter numbers
than they are to-day, took a hand and eas-

There ia plenty of time
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sisted the Government to improve the inea-
sore. The remarka of the Minister for
L.ands the other nipht considerably relieved
my mind as to the future operations of the
board, more particularly as regards the
treatment to be meted ont to certain
clients. There was considerable apprehen-
sion amongst mary clients when the final
nofice was sent out during the regime of
the previous Government that extreme mea-
snres would be takem at the end of June,
beeanse it meant that the unfortunate ones
= 14ld either have to eell their farms or

“‘nit to foreclosure. I congratulaie the
Guosemment on their decision to introduce
a Bill giving the trustees power to write
down some of the obligations of elients,
and thus give them an opportunity to carry
on. T would have liked the Minister to be
morn  definite on this subjeel, but when iLe
Bill comea heferc the Hounse T hope he will
listen to suggestions that the hoard may
not only write down the Iliabilities of
clients, but mav shift many of the settlers
to more suitable blocks., |

Mr. Latham: Where would youn shift
them?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: That is a
problem, but the House ought to be able to
find o solrtion, According to the figures
submitted by the Minister for Lands, there
are not manv areas to which these nenple
conld be shifted. The present condition of
many of the =settlers, however, is not en-
tirelv due to their own fault. The Agri-
eultural Bank aunthorities were responsible
for settling many of them on unsnitable
land. Mr. Richardson, head of the soldier
seftlement scheme, was an advoeate of light
Iand, and he invisted in many instancey
upon the funds of the bank heing expended
on the clearine of light lands. He arazned
that- settlers conld get considerably larger
areas, Aand that the returns wounld be
oreater. That was all right for the Arst
three or four vears, ag many who have hnd
experience on thot elass of land are aware,
but after that time settlers failed to yet
adequate wheat returns. This does not
vondemn the land for mixed farming, but
nufortunately most of the areas under the
T.A.B. are infested with vermin—the dingo
particularly—and  without provision for
fenecing and stocking the settlers have no
hepe of making pood. That is responsible
more than anything else for manv of
the T.AB. men heing down and out
Because they were not able to ecarry
sheep as an adjunet to their farming
operationa they have heen brought to the
state in which we find them to-dav. T
hope when the Bill iz brought down
rlanses will he ipserted in it that will not
nnly give power to the trustees to write
down the liahilities but also power to
move these clients elsewhere. Other
factors have ftended towards the presenmt
condition of manv of the settlers. There
is the late delivery of the requisites to
ensure the client obtaining an adequate
return from his farm. T refer particularly
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to the late delivery of superphosphates.
Even in the early stages of the board
men complained that they could not get
their requisites in time to crop the area
they intended to c¢rop. There are many
instances such ag that of a man who had
200 acres of fallow this year that had to
stand out of erop owing to the late arrivatl
of his super. ‘These things must be taken
into consideration by any body that is
dealing with the clients of the board.
On the other hand there are settlers who -
have made no attempt to improve their
pogition. Te them I shonld give short
shrift. It is no use the board carrying
sueh people, hecause for the most part
they have shown their lack of fitness for
further assistance. In many instancea.
too, the interest charges have bheen
responsible for half the present indebt-
edness of LAB, settlers. I could quote &
nnmber of cases to prove that statement.
Of 'course the payments have been spread
over a long term. The debts that were
originally incurred by clients to outside
creditors and to the hoard have to-day
increased by 50 per cent. because of the
intereat. That does not apply in all cases,
but it does in many. It would be useless
for the board to turn the present occupant
out of hie holding and put another in his
place, unless there was a writing down
to improve the position in some way. If
this writing down was dome the man who
has proved his bona-fides should be given
an opportunity to carry on. After all,
home is home. Many of those men have
reared their families on the place and
have eertain conveniencea there they
would have to build up again if they were
moved everywhere. It is because of that,
se many of them do not desire to leava
their holdings. I fought my election on
the question of group settlements in the
South-West. I am not opposed to the
principle of group ssttlements, but I am
opposed to the preseat scheme upon the
information we were able to glean from
those who spomsored it. I kmow I shall
be up against members who represent the
South-West, but I bappen to have the
conrage of my coanvictions on this point.
From the inception no one could under-
stand from the sponsor of the scheme
what it all was,

Mr, Latham: That is not true and is
most unfair.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I obtained
my information from the public Press of
the State.

Mr. Latbam: You ouvght to get more
reliable information.

Mr. €. P, WANSBROUGH: We have
not been able to rely upon any of the in-
formation we have had in the past, The
scheme was an experiment, and as such
the expenditure of a buge sum of money
in its initial stages was not warranted.
The aneouncement of the Minister for

-
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Lande that at least 114 million is required
to ecarry the scheme on for this year, is
sufficiently startling fo warrant me in
supporting the proporal to appoint a2 Royal
Commission to let dayligbt into the sub-
ject. My opinion ix that many people are
to-day battening upon the group gettle-
ment secheme in the Sonth-West, and are
getting more money out of it than they
should. The group settlers themselves are
ratisfied to stay on so long as the 10a, =
day lasts, but the time will come when
they will have to produce sufficient to
meet their interest :and sinking fund
charges.  Jndging by the fipures given the
other night, their capitalisation is too great
to emable them to meet their inferest and
sinking fund charges. T have vet to learn
that from 25 acres of land, no matter
how good it mav be, 2 man ean pay his
way on the capitalisation of £2,000,

Mr. T.atham: Tt has heen done in other
States, and this country is just as good.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: T am not
oprosed to the scheme of group settlement.

Mr. Latham: But you are killing it with
kinAness.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROTGH: Buat it must
be established on fair and reasonable lines.
The expenditure of a large sum of money
in any partienlar area is not warranted. I
should like to see the scheme established on
mixed farming lines in the wheat area, or
alonr the Great Sonthern and the other
railwavs, where there is any amount of land
available at prices that wonld be remunera-
tive to present ownera. This wonld afford
the settler a better life and tend towards
#uicker prodoetion ond the better advance-
ment of the State than the present scheme,
confined as it i8 to the Sonth-West, The
sponsor for the scheme said, as did also
the Minister for Lands, that dairying, with
the allied industries, is the main prineiple
hehind it. The mixed farming arens of
the State will he far more likely than the
Sonth-West to give the requisite returns if
sufficient support he given to a proposal
to embrace them.

Mr. Latham: Would you give the land
away?

Mr. €. P, WANSHROUGH: No. The
best aseet npon it was destroyed when the
timber was cleaned np, instead of being
used, as it could have heen., for flrewood
purposes. The Minister for Lands gave us
anme firures showing the numher of group
settlers in these areas, the total heing 2,269.
Roughly 30 per cent, of those who had gone
in for the scheme had either been dis-
missed or had ahandoned it. T saw in the
“*Weast Anstralian’’ a little while ago that
50 per eent. of the Australian gronp sef-
tlers had taken their denarture. That is
annther argument to prove that the pro-
position is not a rood one. The average
Anstralinn ean see at a prlance what his
prospects are, nwl T de not blame him foj-
notting ont. "
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Mr. Latham: There was almost complete
depopulation in soeme of the agrieultural
centres, which have now been found to he
amangat the best in the State.

Mr. . P. WANRBROT/GHA: That may be
so. The average Australiznu is hetter able
to judge the snitability of an area than
the averape overseas metfler.

Mr. North: The Minister for Lands said
the seheme would suceeed.

Mr. C. P, WANSBROUGH: Yes, but the
Premier said we could not expeet any re-
turn in interest charges from those peaple
under 10 years. Tf we had expected the
wheat areas to bhe worked on those lines,
where wonld we be to-day? TFor these and
other reazons T welcowwre the appointmunt of
a Roval Commission, not only from the point
of view of the group settlers themselves,
hut to clear up the guestion of those who
are battening vpon them. T endorse the
remarks of the memher for Leonora (Mr.
Heron) concerning the condition of the
publie lmildings in goldfields areas, T wish
to refer to the condition of State hotels. T
have not seen one that does not need a
good cnat of paint. Partienlarly in the
eountry distriets, including the wheat areas,
it is noticeahle that the State hotels do
the best business. They take ne part, how-
ever, in the prometion or support of anv-
thing that has to do with charitable ob-
jeets or amusements. Tn most other dis-
triets the hntel proprietora are very liberal,
and take the lead in promoting anything
that is for the welfare of the distriet. The
managers of State hotels are bandicapped
in that respect, so that the hotels them-
selyes are teaping the benefit of any local
effort that is made in this direetion without
eontribmting anvthing towards it.

The Premier: We are gning to allow tham
three per cents,

Mr. . P. WANSBROU(RH: TFerther-
more, State hotels contribute nathing to-
wards the rates and taxes nf the town or
distriet in which thev are situated. T say
candidly that people in my electorate wenld
weleome it if the State institutions were
turned into private ones. T helieve that
would he a henefirial more, though T Ao
not suggeat it in possible. After all the
intereat and sinking fund charges and other
expenditure that is ineurred in  running
State hotels are met, it would he a rood
iden if the halance of the proceeds were
made available for charitable institutions
in the distriets in which the State hotels
are situated.

The Premier:
hotel-keepers?

Mr. (0. P. WANSBRROUGH: T believe
that if that were done the hotela would
serve their purpose mneh hetter than they
are doine it now. Generallv sweakine, the
State hotels are merelv drinkine shops.
though ronducted on proper lines. T am nnt
insinunting anvthine against the manage:
ment of the Stute hotels. T have everv rr-
speet for the managzers, from whom T have

Ta that dome hy private
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invariahly received gplendid freatment. Now
I vome to what is, in my case, o bardy an-
nual--the agricultural college. 1 know the
question will he decided by the present Gov-
ernment, but 1 had hoped that ere this we
would have hal an anmouncement from the
Minister controlling the matter. The dis-
trict 1 represent hus always been an ap-
plicant for the facility vepresented by an
agricultural college, L am sorry to learn
there is a proposition to purchase a property
for the purpose of establishing a college.
That would not be an economic move, see-
ing we have Crown lands on which the in.
stitution can be established. The Avon es-
tate should not be left in its present condi-
tion, which renders it an evesore to the
distriet. Morcover, it pays no rates and
taxes, and has not been run even as an or-
dinary farm should he, Next L come to the
encrmons Jogses arising from what is weongly
known as the *‘‘Beverley sheep disense.’’
The name is a complete misnomer, because
the disease did not originate in the Beverley
district, having been widely prevalent in
Western Australia before it was met with
in the neighbourhood of Beverley. The ex-
planation of the wropng name is that at the
time the disease made its appearance in the
Beverley distriet, that district had many
prominent sheep breeders, who took the
matter up at an early stage; and so the
tronble was called ‘‘the Beverley sheep dis-
eage.'' It retains that name to this day.
The Government should cause inquiry to be
made into the nature of the disease, which
is responsible for enormous loss to Western
Australia every year. We would he appalled
if we knew the total value of the sheep sue-
cumbing to this disease in the State anmn-
ally, Now | wish to refer to educational
matters. I should like to see more consid-
eration in thiz respect given to nutback dis-
tricts where there are children to be tanght.
Frequently the schools are not turnished
with proper (uarters for the teachers, and
this eircomstance makes it diftieult for coun-
try children to obtain the necessary edueca-
tional facilitics. Where there are coough
children to warrant the erection of a school,
and where the residences of the parents are
situated at an unreasonable distance from
the sehool, suitable quarters should be pro-
villed for the teacher. The result of the pre-
sent position is that there is a eertain sehool
cluged in my district, amd that 35 children
are not receiving the education to which they
are entitlell. The residents of such areas are
just as much entitled to edocation for their
children as eity dwellers are. While on the
subject of education I wish to refer, though
not in any personal sense, to fhe class af
teacher sent to country schools. Frequentiy
they are quite young ladies, and as all the
sehool ehildren are not very young, some of
them know mnearly as much as the teacher.
The policy of the Education Department
should be to keep young lady teachers here,
under the eve of superior officers, and let
them be brought up to the state of profiei-

eney whirh will qualify them to be piven
fill control of eountry schuols, Railway
matters affeeting my district are the de-
niurrapge question, and the regulation which
limits the earriage of super at reduced rates
to a fixed perimd. That regulation I con-
sider altogether a wrong move, eapecially as
regards the areas which arc mot applying
themselves to the production of wheat.
Taking my distriet in particular and the
Ureat Southern distriet as a whole, and
without in the slightest degree deerying
that portion of the State, T must
point out that we cannot grow wheat in
sufficient quantities to he payable, and that
therefore we have to duevot: vur attention
to stock as the main husiness. In those
areas 1t is not a question of using super for
seeding purpoges alone: super must be avail-
able during any month of the year. Those
who go in for gtock-raising, top-dress-
ing, and so forth must get their super
in Mareh if they want to avail them-
selves of the reduced super freight;
and then they are obliged to ecarry the
super over until July or August. Those
acquainted with the suvbject will recog-
nige that that ix not ap cconomieal propos-
tion. The bag trouble in conmnection with
super ig in itself a vexed guestion among
the farmers. The regulation retards pro-
gress, because after the end of Mareh the
freight on super is too heavy to permit of
the economical use of super as a top-
dregsing. I should like to see a little more
attention given to the advancement of the
agricultural distriets by the present Gov-
crnment than was given by their predeces
sors. Every credit is accorded to the pre-
seat Leader of the Opposition in biz claim
thut he has done much for the agricultural
areas in by-gone times; but be is not cu-
titled te all the eredit he claims, because
while he did take advantage of the oppor-
tunities afforded him as Minister for Lands
aml Premier, he has much to be thankful
for in respect of the lead given to him by
the poneers before he was even thought of.
1 myself was farming in the central eastern
arcas during my hoyhood, 32 years age.
There were men who Mazed the track for
Hir James Mitehel), and who provided the
material which cnabled Iim te base Lis ar-
guments.  The Opposition Leader claims that
he gettled the wheat areas, He helped eon-
siderably, and I give him all the credit that
ix doe to him; but in many instances he
dild not follow up his policy of land settle-
ment on the lines that were necessary. Ewven
to-day many of those agrienltural scttle-
ments  lack facilities for development.
Somoething more is required than merely
sottling the land, For instance, water
uand transport ftaeilities have not received
the necessary attention. I am anviously
awaiting the Bill which is to amend the law
relating to income fax. Hitherto T have
scouted and opposed any idea of land taxa-
tion, but our unfertunate finaneial position
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puts us at the mercy of the Government if
they see fit to introduce a heavy land tax.

Mr. Davy: There is another place.

Mr. C, P. WANSBROUGH: 1 do nat pin
too much faith on tbat place. I hold
that ancther place would pasy the necessary
Bill if convineed that the CGovernment re-
quired the money in order to carry om. I
hope the unimproved wvalues of land and
alse the rating will be fair. The measure
rhonld also vontain provision for appeals.
The question has for many years been be-
fore the asgociation of which I happen to
be a banner-bearer here to-day. I believe
that if a vote on land valmes taxation Iad
been taken at the recent conference, the pro-
posal would have been carried. The associa-
tion has foughf, the proposal tooth and nail
for a long time, but every year has shown
an inereased number of supporters. I am
not wedded to any particular form of_land
taxation. I do not kmow sufficient about
the principle te give an authoritative
opinion; but naturally, with other land
ownere, I am jealous for the land, and any
attempt to tax land unduly will meet with
my opposition. The proposed concessions
on raillway freights should go a long way
towards securing support for a land tax
measure. [ hope the concessions will be
large enough- to compensate land owners
for what I regard as an interference with
the rights of land owmers. -However, we
canpot do away with the income tax, as
that would mean penalising one seetion of
the community and letting anocther seetion
off lightly. Several members have referred
to the question of wire netting. I was in-
ileed pleased to hear the Minister for Landa
in explanation of that matter the other
vvening. For the working of light landa
an adequate and cheap supply of netting
represents a solution of the problem. The
areas of light land I have in mind are so
situated that vnless the vermin, both rabbit
and dingo, are got rid of, cultivation can-
not prove a success. I have the usual bud-
met of local railways that I would bring
before the House; but as my distriet is in
the forunate position of shortly expecting
a visit from the Minister controlling rail-
way e¢onstruction, I shall say nothing upon
the matter, except that I hope the Minister
will see fit to give to those interested the
first section of the Brookton-Armadale rail-
way. They had been hoping for a long time,
but at the tail end of last session we were
fortunate in having the necessary Bill
passed.

The Premier: Only last session! Why,
the Narrogin-Dwarda railway was author-
isedl 10 years ago.

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: And that is the most
important line of all

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: T hope that
when the Minister is in that loeality he
will grant the most essential facility for
marketing produce to those settlers, some
of whom have been there for 60 veara.
Before concluding T wish to refer to some
remarks made concerning the politica?
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party with which I am associated,  More
particularly wounid [ draw attention to the
statements of the member for Murray-Wel-
lington (Mr. George) last night. In his
nsual manner he saw fit to indulge in ad-
verse comment regarding the leaders of that
party, and particolarly abused Mr. Monger.
His speech contained the first note ot
malice I heard during the debate. The
member for Murroy-Wellington could not
jermit the peaceful atmospbere to remain
undisturbed. He was bound to make slur-
ring references to a gentlemun who has
done as much during the last tem years for
the betterment of the section of the com.-
munity I represent as the hon. member hax
done during his 20 years of public life,
Mr. E. B. Jolinston: Much more,

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: 1 do mot
wish to say anything that will tend to
widen the bLreach. The olive branch was
held out last night but it was heavily laden
with a crop of prickly pears. I am proud
to belong to the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation, of which Mr, Monger was the
president until to-day. T am not afraid to
announce myself as one of the banner-
bearers of that organisstion. Various
measnres will be introdueed during the ses-
sion, and I will reserve what comments T
have to make until they come before us.
| hope that as the session progresses the
Goverament will find that all sections of
the House are behind them. I will exer-
cise my right of criticiam and, if necessary,
I will vote againat any measufe I do not
think are in the interests of the State.

Mr. LTUTEY (Brown
[9.48]: T join in the congratulations
showered upon you, Mr. Speaker, on
attaining the high and hovourable posi-
tion you now hold. We are fortunate in
having a man with the Parliamentary
knowledge you possess. We know from
vour speeches that you have a knowledge
of history that extends baek, one might
say, almost before history began. I con-
gratulate the Government upon attaining
office, and T am satisfied that all mem-
hers, particularly those representing coun-
try constituencies, realise that the Min-
istry is a hard-working team, desirous of
doing their best for the State. I weleowe,
too, the new wmembers to the Chamber.
We have had some interesting speeches
during the course of the debate on the
Address-in-reply but, bearing in mind
who have spoken to-day, T have been
wondering whether it was a put-up job to
ask the heavyweights to proceed. We
have had the member for Nelson, tol-
lowed by the membher for Leonora, both
henvyweights. Then fthere was the mem-
ber for Beverley, and now I, as the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, have been
asked to spesk. Tt is glrange that we
heavyweights should be asked to speak
on the one night.

Hill-Ivanhoe)
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The Minister for Works : Don’t you
complain about the ecost of living.

Mr. LUTEY: At any rate, we cannot
demonstrate that the incremsed price of
bread has affected us at present. I notive
that every member who has spoken has
referred in kindly terms to the (Govern-
ment. T am almost suspicious of that
kindness, Tt reminded me of a political
opponent in my electorate who was one
of the most kindly gentlemen I have ever
koowns. When anything was brought
forward he was always sympathetic. He
alwaya admitted there was a lot in our
contentions, but invariably suggested the
people should think the matter over and
not come to a decision straight away.
Perhaps whea we begin to count heads
later on when legistation is before the
Chamber we will find the kindly members
of Parliament voting againat us.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: When the land
taxation is being considered will be the
time to aseertain that.

Mr, LUTEY: [ do not know how the
Country Party members will run the
gauntlet at the present conference of the
Primary Prodveers’ Association. Appar-
ently the St. Ueorge’s-terrace tarmers
bave not beecn so active as in past years.
At one time the farmers were favourably
disposed towards ecloser settlement, ani
unimproved land values taxation. I hope
that will be so this time because it will
benefit the genvine farmer. At the 1923
conference a committee was appointed to
go into this question, and & section of the
committee reported favourably.

Mr. Heron: The committee was about
fifiy-fifty.

Mr. LUTEY: T was pleaced when I read
such a report emanating from a committee
of farmers. I do not know whether the
question has been dealt with by the eom-
ference thia year, but T hope the real
farmers and the genuine produeers will
vote in favour of it.

The Premier: The member for Willlams-
Narrogin and I won a farming constitn-
encv on that issue once.

Mr. LUTEY: The only question appar-
ently agitating the Opposition is the 44-
hour week. The member for Weat Perth
(Mr. Davy) was diplomatie and I hardly
know where he stands on that question.
I do not think his electors knew what his
attitude was.

Mr. Davy: They knew I thought it was
unwige to grant it, and that iz what 1
stated in my speech,

Mr. LUTEY : The hon. member gaid
that he would gladly concede the 44-hour
week if possible.

Mr. Davy: Certainly, if we counld afford
it.
Mr. Latham: So long as everyone gets
the advantage it is all right.

Mr. LUTEY: I thought that the mem-
her for West Perth might probably be
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usked te make a hght on this question
and that some evidence would he brought
tforward in opposition fo the principle. On
the contrary we have had mere ball
statements that the granting of the 44-
hour week would be detrimental to the
interests of the ecouniry. Not one tittle
of evidence was advanced in proof of the
assertion.

Mr. North: The member for West Perth
said it was a buginess matter.

Mr. LUTEY: If it is a matter of busi-
ness, let us thrash it out on business-like
lines. Let the Opposition put up a case
agminst it. When Labour members speak
on this question they are mnot without
their book. It has been fought out before
eminent judges, and many of tbem granted
the 44-hour week. I am satisfied it was
political influence that was brought to
bear to take away that privilege from
the workers here.

Mr. Latham: It was certaioly political
influence that gave it back to them.

Mr. Panton: Billy Hugheg did not hand
out political influence to Higgins, did he?

Mr. LUTEY: I wish the member for
Forrest (Mr. Holman) would deal with
tbe question because he is an expert and
has thrashed out the poiot before the
Faderal Arbitration Court, While 1
accuse the Oppositiona of not producing
evidence against the 44-bour week, it may
be news to them that in 1917, during the
war period, the Lloyd George Government
appointed a commission to inguire into
the operations at the munition works.
The British Government were anxious to
serure the maximom outpnt, and various
hours were being worked. The commis-
sion made exhaustive inquiries along
scientific lines to ascertain what spread
of hours wounld be best to return the
greatest output. It may be surprising to
hon. members to learn that they reported
in favour of six-bour shifts, which they
considered were the most economieal and
gave the preatest output.

Mr. Latham : And the workers were
paid aceording to the bours they worked.

Mr. Panton: They wdre paid by the
day, and yon know it.

Mr. LUTEY: I was on a farm during
my youth.

Mr. Latham: And you knew encugh to
art off it.

Mr. LUTEY: T do not wish to ever go
back to 2 farm. My experience was that
of many an Australian lad. They have
been driven from the land by the slavery
imposed by persons who should have had
more sense and seen that children of
tender years had a better time than was
experienced by boys in the past. I
remember paying a visit to Yorkrakine,
where the settlers entertained a Par-
liamentary party. The older folks were
in the bhall telling the politicians that
they had turned the ecorner and were
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sutisfied  with their condition. Bearing
in mind my  own early experiences, I
went outside where about 25 lads were
grouped together. 1 talked to them and
after [ had gained their confidence I put
the **hard word™ over them, 1 asked them
how they liked the land and what they
thought of it., Without exception those lads
wanted to pet away from the land as fast
as they could. The explanation of this
was that the parents had had a trying ex-
perience and a terrible struggle to huild
up their assets, During that struggle they
forgot the interests of the children, and ex-
pected them to exist as they had done. Tt
in regrettable that large numbers of child-
ren are driven from the land in soch cir-
cutnstances. If at any time the settlers
want a reereation ground or a hall, they
will always find me in support of them; be-
canse T hold with the provision of reerca-
tion faeilities, since they do muech to render
the people content with life in the country.
Nome seven years ago I kmew a fanmner in
the western district of Vietoria. On his
farm all hands worked eight hours a day.
During bharvest time two shifts were ar-

ranged.
Mr. Latham: When was thiaf
Mr. LUTEY: Seven years ago. His

name way Slater, and I think he is now a
Labour member in the Vietorian Parlia-
ment.  Certainly he was a  suceesaful
farmer, and eight hours a day was the rule
on his farm. The member for York (Mr.
Latham) i3 a very young man, with a lot to
learn. Perhaps if he were to try the same
system on his farm, he would find it of ad-
vantage.

Mr, Latham: I am nearly baokrupt now,
That would be the last straw.

Mr. LUTEY: No man ecan work eight
hours a day at heavy employment. Tf he
is to be kept routinnally at work on hard
labour for eight hours a day, he must adapt
his pace to the strain. 1 have seen men
working eight hours in the cyanide vats,
Aectually they did not work more thau five
and a-half or six hours, although while
working thev went at top speed. An unm-
injtiated person seeing those men sitting
Pack smoking might have thought they
were loafing. However, the system they
followed gave the maximum output of
work. When it romes to output of work,
no other miners can tonek those of Aus-
tralia., South Africa couvld not do it with
her black labour, even before the war. Tn
Kaigoorlie we had some American ininers
speeially sent out here. They watched our
men at their tasks and asked@ me if they
always worked like that. I said ves, that
our men never worked in any other manner.
The Americans said that our fellows must
he mad, and that for their part they were
off back to the States where, although they
had to work 10 hours instead of eight, they
did not have to give anything like the same
ontput of energy. Every time an attempt
is made to reduce hours for the men, we
have the same old outery. It may surprise
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hon. members opposite to know that in
Durham, FKngland, the six-hour shift on
the mines has obtained for many years
past.  When the Eight-Hour Bill was heing
put throngh the House of Commons it was
wired out to Australia that the Darham
miners were opposed to it.  Thin wns pub-
lished throughout the Australian Press, and
much capital was made out of it. Baut the
Australian people were not told thut ihe
Durbam miners were opposing that Bill he-
canse for many years they had enjoved the
six-hour shift in their mines.

, }ér. Wilson: Not Durham, Northumher-
and.

Mr. LUTEY: Well, that’s next door.

The Premier: Somewhere in the vicinity.

Mr. LUTEY: I wish to take n little
credit to my old dad who, in Bendigo 47
¥ears ago, institnted the six-hour shift. He
wanted the work done, and he wisely de-
cided that the best way to get it done was
to work four six-hour shifts and pay a
higher rate of +wages than that ruling in
the distriect. Tn consequence he got the
work done, and done well. Al those re-
forms in the past were opposed just as
strenuously as are the reforms of to-day.
Another thing: in the bad old days when
men were at the call of the boss all the time
during waking hours, the men were almost
gavages. They drank hard hecause they
knew no better, When they wanted to have
a pienic down the Bay they could not hire
a boat, because one year they had kicked
up such a shindy that they mapaged to run
two hoats on ua sandbank. The successora
of those men to-day could hire any boat
they wanteld, Deservedly they enjoy the
respect of the community, the improved
conditions obtaining in their industry nuv-
ing helped to raise them to the level of
their fellow men. Why do not the op-
pouents of the 44-hour principle put up
rome tangible objection to it?

Mr. Latham: You are bluffing now.

Mr. LUTEY: 1 should he sorry to
Muff the hon. member. Now I wish to
refer to the member for Swan (My, Samp-
son), who is not here, although T told him
I intended to make reference to him, At
the last election he was opposed to the
bringing in of a Bill for the satting up of
an organisation for the marketing of fruit
as in Queensland. His opponent on the
hustings was in favour of that Bill. The
electors of Swan did not want that meas-
ure, and so they voted for the hon. member
against the man who was advocating it.

Mr. Latham: The membar for Swan had
something more attractive.

Mr. LUTEY: No, he was in opposition to
the map who wanted the Bill. But the
member for Swan himself swung over to
that Bill, until the ‘°West Aunstralian'’
newspaper came out with an article oppos-
ing it, whereupon the member for Swan
waa once more loud in his opposition to it.
Binee then he went to Queensland to scoff,
but remained to pray. XNow be is back
again converted to the very thing his elee
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tors sent him here to oppose. Evidently
he iy trving to steal somebody’s thunder.
T am satisfiel he was econverted in Queens-
land, and T think it would be a good idea
to wend other members of the Opposition to
Queensland.  Probably they would come
hack favonrably disposed to many useful
measures on the Queensland statute-book.
The memher for Swan also told us there
wag nn unemployment. We who know the
vosition are aware that although there are
in hand more publir works than at the same
neriod in any previons yvear—some 1,100
or 1,200 men are engaged on road eonstruc-
tion— there is a great deal of unemployment
in the city. 7T am serc that evervibing pos-
sible will he done by the Government to
alleviate the position.

Mr. Tatham: Ts there not n chanee of
bringing country people here by providing
work in the ecity?

Mr. TT'TEY: That may be so to ap ex-
tent, but the unemploved are already here.
T should tke to see the farmers put in
oxtra fallowine, and se help to ahsorb the
unempleyed, The member for Katanning
(Mr, Thomsou) said that land development
was the only wise poliev. Althomgh our
narty iz in favonr of land develonment,
it mnat he remembered that the¥e are other
thinps ta attend to. sneh as the develop-
ment of our mineral deposits.  Eaeh daw
brings ita stary of new developments in
gold-mining. Tf the late Government had
been nermitted to earry into effeet their
proposed establishment of a monopoly over
ahandoned mining leases, such a find as
that made in Cue—a lode 12 ft, wide with
stone giving 13 ozs, to the ton—wonld havoe
aeerved to the monopolists, and the pros-
pectors wounlidl have heen thrown ount of
employment. T hope that nrogneetors in
other distriets will be ar fortunate as their
fellows who made this wonderfnl find in
Cne. T want tn coneratulate the Minister
for Mines vpon the monner in which he is
meappling with the problems of the indus-
try. While in Melhourne he did sood work
for the mining eammunity, The Teader of
the Opposition eritieised the Goavernment’s
nroposal to aprpint & Roval Commission to
innmmire into mining. e nsked why we
shonld have a Roval Commiagion, ginee there
were 50 many minin® members tn advise the
Government. T hold that there should he a
Roval Commission, and that it showld eon-
gist of » geoologist, a metallurgist. and an
exnert mill manager. Maoreover. T should like
the Commission to he enmnosad nf men who
have had experience in other eountries.
Twenty vears ago our minine methods were
as un-to-date as those of anv ofher country,
hut we have not moved with the times.
RSinee the war and in faet during the war
eosta  increased  considerablr,  Ta  Sonth
Afriea, however. manaaers and experts have
oreanised the mininm in sueh 7 manner that
thev are able tn make 6 Awt.. dirt nav hand-
somelr. whereas on the Golden Mile our
trihuters must have dirt worth mare than
15 dwte, to make their work profitable, We
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have millions of tene of low grade ore at
Kalgoorlie which, given an up-to-date plant.
rould be vprofitably treated. Adviee is
needed, and we shomld profit from the ex-
verience of other countries. Although we
have good cngineers anidl metallurgistz in
this Btate we shovld do well te avail our-
selves of the experience of men operating
more up-to-date plants in other parts of the
world. Tn South Afriea, ilesnite the inerease
in the cost of mining requisites, the ore is
heing treated to-day at practieallv the ratr
that obtained in pre-war davs. Tf thiz could
only he done hore, there would he a very
long life hefore Kalgoorlie. The amalgn.
mation of the Tvanhoe and the T.ake View
and Star mines has heen hrought ahout with
a view to employing the mare maodern treat-
ment plant installed at the Take View and
Star, The diffientty is that the two mines
nre not on adjoining leases. Tt would have
hetter for the Lake View Comvpany if it
conld have amdlgamated with the Heorse-
shoe or the Great Boulder. There is n
danger nttached to these amalgamations
heeause the company mavy work one portion
of the lease and, under the concentration of
lahour provisions, leave another portion wn-
worked.  Tn Bendigo years ape there was
an amalgamation of a number of mines,
These mines were equipped with 1voppet
lega and winding engines, and miners were
pat to little cost to give them another trial.
After the amalgamation the eompany sold
the pappet lega and winding engines. This
proved harmfnl to  the district, heeanse it
wis too expensive for the miners to pro-

vide fresh cquipment neeessary to  mive
those minea a  further ftrial. The
cost of fracteur is £2 19s, 6d. per

rase and the freizht to Kalooorlie is 6s. 3d
Before the war it cost £1 ner caar less than
it does to-day. T wonder if one of our Jegal
memhers can explain how the law of supply
and demand has cansed that. During the wor
all the ingredients for the manufacture of
fracteur were in great demand, but onee the
war was over one wonld have expectod the
cost to decline. Nobhell’s have established a
small factorv in Victorin and anparently in-
tend to retain the monopnly of the manufac-
tare of fractenr. They have amalgamated
37 Aifferent eompanies, bnt instead of re-
dneing the price, have inereqased it. Aecord-
inr to the law of supply and demand fraetenr
shonld he cheaper than it ds.

Mr, Davy: VTou say the law of sunply
and demand was interfered with.

Mr. LUTEY: So it was.

Mr. Davy: Tt will not work if if is inter-
fered with.

Mr. TL.TTEY:
and Aefent it.

The Premier:
reneal fthat law,

Afp. TIITEY: The Premier shonld in-
stitute inaniries inta the Wahell mononolv.
and nerhans throneh the Commanwealth and
Reitich finvernments he mav he ahle to oh.
toin relicf for the mining industre. Railwav
freights are a serinns matter for the outlying

A monopnlv ean organis-

T think we shall have o

-
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distriets, hut [ understand a round table con-
ferente is proposed to consider what can be
done. There are good possibilities from deep
horing at the morth end of Kalgoorlie. There
have been fair developments reeently, and 1
think it offers a good oppottunity for smalt
syndicates and amall leaseboldera to give it o
proper trial, The Government are prepared
to grant pound for pound for deep boring.
The  question  of the coneentration of
Inbhour  hus  been  agitating  the minds
of the goldficdds people for many yeary.

The North Kalgurli Compuny las wnot
worked the mine for many vears. The
tributers  have heen keepiug the mive
gomp  ind  fulfiling  the laboor eon.

ditivns, and practically only 2 manager has
heen employed,  With amatzamation T am
afraid there will he some danger from the
roneentration of labour. Some of the leases
have an area of 100 acrea or more. Thia
tand ig in the heart of the Golden Mile and
varries & urtwork of lodes, some of whieh
are not being worked as they should be. The
ireat Bouller has produced £14.516,000
worth of gold and has paid in dividends
£6,000,000. That gold was obtained from
only a verv small portion of the lease. Sup-
pose Harvest-terrace represented the lode and
all the rest of Parliament House grounds re-
presented the Great Boulder lease, the gold
has been won from an ares equal to about
half the roadway up to Mount-atrret.
From the Bonlder lode to the Perscver-
anee very little has been done during the
Iast 23 vears. There ave three lodes dipping
from the Perseverance into the Great Boul-
der and in addition there are two known
lodes in that ground, and yet so little has
heen done. Tf we had some of the go-ahead
managers from ovther eountries, I believe that
rronnd would be given a trial. S3ome diamond
drilling has been done, but men should have
an opportunity to take tributes on the un-
uwsed portion of those leases down to, eay.
200f€t. or 300ft. That would not interfera
with any future operations by the companv.
and if anvthing were found the com-
pany  eovll  sink  their shafts. Tf  the
apnortunity  were offered to-morrow. lun-
Areds of men would take trihutes.
We have discussed the question of con-
contration of labour for many vears. but
have not found a solution. There is pothine
in fhe Mining Aet to compel a company to
rmplovy more than the requisite number of
men to hold a lease. In Tasmania a consget-
vative Government in 1912 secured the pas-
sape of an Aid to Mining Act, beeause &
aimilar difficulty arose in the Zechan distriet.
Tn that distriet were leases that were not
heing worked as they should have been, When
the mearure was introdneed. fear was ex-
pressed that the actiom of the Government
wanld he tantamount to an interference with
cantracts, inst as in Queensland the pastora-
Tists eomplained of the Government’s action
over the pastoral leases. I am satisfled that
the Tasmanian Aect wag quite fair and that
rompanies willing to develop their Teases to
the fullest extent had nothing to fear. Tt has

i
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not affected such companies and it does not
mean confiscation, but it does give the Gov-
eroment a chance to work such leages. Ae-
cording to this Act the Minister has power
to go on to any lease and prospect for gold.
In the event of a find heing made he gives
the company an opportnnity to buy the
discovery, aml in the event of the com-
pany not desiring to aequire it the Minister
can let it on tribute to other parties, or the
Government can work it themselves, and halt
the rovalty goes to the prospector, if he ix
working it, or to the (Government, and the
other half to the lessee. Section § of the Act
says:— -

If any prospecting or mining operations
carried on by or opn behalf of the Crown
or the Minister result in a valaable dis-
covery or development it shall be deemed
to belong to the Crown, and the following
provisions shall apply: (1) The Minister
shall firet offer in writing such discovery or
development to the lessee at such price and
upon such term and eonditions as the
Minister deems reasonable, or the lessee
may submit an offer iIm writing to
the Minister for the same, in the
event of the lessee desiring to ac-
guire the discovery or development, and
not coming to an agreement with the
Minister as to the price or terms or econ-
ditions within a period not less than 30
days, to be fized by the Minister, any such
question in dispute shall be referred to the
Warden of Mines, or the ncarest
Warden’s court, sitting with two as-
sessors, one to be appointed by each
party. for determination in the mode
deseribed by the Mining Aet, 1905,
and the regulations therennder, the pro-
visions whercof shall aerordingly apply.
{2 Tn the event of the lessee (a) not de-
siring to acquire the discovery or develop-
ment or {(b) failing for one calendar
month to earrv out anv agreement come to
with the Minister, or (¢} failing for one
calendar month to comply with any
determination of the Warden and as
sessors, or (d4) failing to appoint
any  assessor required fto be ap-
pointed by him or otherwise impeding the
determination of the nuestion in dispute
the Minister may (a) let sueh discovery
or development, and any land in eennce-
tion therewith, or any part thereof npon
tribute at sueh royalty to be paid to the
Mimister and the lessee in equal shares,
and wpon soch terms and conditions gen-
evally as the Minister mav think fit; or
(h) dealing with such discoverv or de
velopment whether hy way of mining
operations or otherwise for the mutual
henefit of the Crown and lessee as the
Minister thinks fit.

Mr. F. B, Johesaton: This is puttine o
1ot of nower into the hands of the Minister,

Ale. LUTEY: To a certain extent it is
his preperty, but therr is no question of
confiseation. Even if the Government tak~
the discoverv and work it. half the rovaliv
goes to the lessee and the other half to
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the Stabe. I'fpncy that an Acs pf that
description operating in this State wounld
yolve the trouble ef the comeeniraiion of
iabour. This is the only Act I have seen
that will have that- effect. In the event
of the discovery being bandled by the Gov-
croment the profits do pot go into the
general revenue, but are pui into a fund
1or the further development of miming. I
nope the Government will see their way
clear te introduce a Bill along these lines.
It the facts were oxplained to mining in-
vestors in the Old Country I think they
wouid underatand that there would be o
question of confiscaion or breach of con-
tract. I also think that the mine owners
would realise that the Government were
doing the best they could to develop the
auriferous areas of the State and give the
mining industry a chance.  This, at all
events, 13 one way of saving the industry.
Several members have spoken of the capa-
bilities of their own distriets -from the
point of view of land setilement. I would
point out that the member for Hamnans
and I represeni distriets that are wonder-
ful for pig-raising. In one piggery alone
more pigs were reared and killed than in
any other piggery in Australia. Mr. Har-
vey reared and killed 32000 pigs in eight
years, He iz now oit of business. This
cgeeurred in Boulder. I bope the day will
come when our agricultural districis will he
extended to Kalgoorlie and beyond. There
is no better soil anywhere in Australia than
on the pgoldfields. Through the kindness
of the Minister for Lands I recently vis-
ited some 80 gronpg in the South-West. T
wag partievlarly inter:sted in what T aaw.
In the United Eingdom to-day there are
11,000,000 head of cattle. TInto the Sonth-
West it would be possible to compress the
whole of the British Isles. In the whale
of the Commonwealth there are only
13,000,000 head of eaitle, 2,000,000 more
than there are in the United Kingdom.
With intensive pastures and our excellent
land in the South-West, we should be
able to do what is now being done in the
United Kingdomi. I hope the time will
come when we shall not be talking of any
shortage of our essential commodities, and
that both in the North-West and the South-
West we shalt be producing a snbstantial
exportable surplus. It we can get the
sinews of war, I believe we shall be able
to bring the gronp settlement scheme to a
suceessfu) issue. The subterranean clover
and other grasses that are now growing in
the South-West should open wp a wonderful
possibility for that part of the State. So
far I can see no trace of any organised
scheme of group settlément. I am sorry
8ir James Mitchell is not present to-night,
for he is a man T hold in the highest re-
spect. L belieyp he had a brilliant idea,
but thers has been no organised stheme to
carry it into effeet. ‘Peopls have 'been
brought here in thousands, and have béen
rughed " Straight " from” thd boats’ To ' th
groups. do not blame the officera of 'the
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department, becadse they have had no
ehunce oI dealmg comprehensively with -the
matter, it which there has been no organi-
sation and no statesmanship shown. It is
asteunding that sueh a gigantic scheme
shouid have been launched and pioneered
by the officers of the department without any
proper organisation at the back of it. 1a
the near foture the settlera will require a
large number of cows, but hardly any pro-
vision has been made to meet the demand.
It was the height of maduess Lo go on with
the scheme without any provision of that
sort being made.

Mr. North: What about the rinderpest?

Mr. LUTEY: They have never heard of
it down there.

Mr, Latham: That created a shortage of
stock.

Mr LUTEY: It did to a certain exient,
but the pest was confined to the Fremantle
district. The cattle that were slaughtersd
were privately owned, and were not those
that had been obtained for the gronps. To
use the rinderpest as an excuse, therefore,
is idle. No doubt the loss of the cattle
means that the herds will have to be built
up again. Practical farmers know that it
is quite wrong for this important. subject
te have been s0 long overlooked. The Min-
ister for Lands said that next year a mil-
lion and a-quarter wounld be required to
earry the scheme om at the rate it is now
going. Besides that, provision has to be -
made for schools, Arainage, hospitals, roads,
and other works, ' It seems to have come =s
a blow to many to knew thai atill moxe
movey will be reguired to bring the work
to fruition. T was appalled and astounded
to nntice the name of Massey Harris on
nearly every plough on the groups. I should
like to know who was responsible for thia,
for he ought te be given a hot time by the
Minister, The State Tmplement Works
turn ont some of the finest pleughs pro-
curable: that is admitted by the farmers.
Tf thera had been any organisation it would
have been known that hundreds of ploughs
would have been wanted, and an order would
have heen placed at the State Implement
Works instead of an imported article being
purehased.

Mr. Latham: Do you refer to single-fur-
row ploughsat

Mr. LUTEY: AI sorts of ploughs.

Mr. Latham: The State Implement Works
do make a good single-furrow plough, but
do they make a good four-furrow plought

Mr. LUTEY: There are 4,000 settlers on
the groups, and if the order for the agri-
culivral machinery and-implemeits required
by them could have been given two or thrée
years ago to the State Implement Works, I
am satisfied those worka would have turned
ont any plough required and of goad qnal-
ity. There should be a searching investiga-
tion into the reason for the supply of all
this foreign machinery, or machinery from
outside, to the group settlers, instead of the
work being givem to the State Implement
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Works,
peopie.

The Minister for Works: The State Im-
plement Works have turned out 100 ploughs
this week,

Mr. LUTEY: I am glad to hear it; but
if therc had been any properly prepared
scheme in eonnection with group settlement,
the State lmplement Works would have got
the order for all this machinery. The exist-
ing state of affairs indicates mismanage-
ment, or lack of patriotism to Western Aus-
tralia, or perhaps even antagonism to
Western Australia., Our secondary indus-
tries must be looked after, and if a man is
disloyal to Western Australia as regards
her secondary industries that fact ontweighs
his loyalty in what is perhaps an interested
direction. 1 sincerely trust the matter to
which 1 have drawn attention will be reeti-
fied. I am glad that already, under a Lab-
our Government, there has been an altera-
tion, and that ploughs for group settlers are
now heing supplied from our State works,
There are many other questiong I might
touch on, but I will leave them aside this
evening. 1 hope the Government will have
money available to carry on the develop-
ment of the South-West, and also develop-
ment throughout Western Australia. The
best means of advancing this State is the
introduction of an adequate tax on unim-
proved land values. The expenditure on the
- groups alone means huge unearned inere-
ment going into the pockets of land owners
in the South-West, and that will continue
ag the expenditure goes on. We must put
an end te that evil somehow. In Sussex
12 months ago a friend of mine bought a
block of land for £33, To-day he weould
not sell it for £100. The value of property
in that district has advanced immensely, and
this has been brought about solely by the
expenditure of public funds. An adequate
tax on unimproved land values would benefit
the country enormously by enabling the
people generally to share in the enhancement
of land values cawsed by public expenditure.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
journed.

and the employment to our own

House adiourned at 2.49 p.m.
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Paom
Questlon : Wllunn bores, agsays . 364
Blll: Electoral Act Amendment, 1z, 854
Addressin-reply, tenth day 854

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.. and read prayers.

QUESTION—WILI'NA BORES, ASSAYS,

Hon, E, H, HARRIS asked the Colgnial
Seeretary: To relieve the anxiety of the
galdfields community regarding the progress
and assays of the bores on the Wiluna
leases, will the Government publish a pro-
gress report of the results?

The (OLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
Boring ig still in progress at Wiluna, All
cores are drawn in the presence of a super-
visor appointed by the Government, kept
under seal, sent in sealed and locked hoxes
to Kalgoorlie and deposited in care of the
Union Bank at Kalgoorlie. Under an agree-
ment no assays of the cores are being made
by the Government until the company have
first had their own assays and have decided
that they will ask for Government assist-
ance in their project. TUp ta that stage all
information is the private property of the
parties making the hores, and the Govern-
ment have mo right to obtain or disclose
any report of progress. The Government
is not paying any part of the cost of boring.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT, .

Introduced by Ion. J. Ewing and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from the 14th August,

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [4.36]:
addressing a few words to the Chair this
afternoon I wish to first of all offer my
congratulations to the Leader of the House
upon his re-entry into the Chamber and
assumption of the duiies of leadership. I
am sure every member of the Council is
glad to see Mr. Drew back amongst us,
and, a8 an old colleague, I can bear witness
to his courtesy and to his impartiality, I
sincerely hope he will have a successful
term during his career as Leader. I also
offer my congratulations to Mr. Hickey npon
obtaining Ministerial rank, and, in com-
mon with other members, T join in extend-
ing a welcome to those who are here for
their firat ression. Members of this Cham-



